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"HHERE seems to be an unfelicitous half-
: heartedness, acuriously timid reticence,
1 on the part of reverent-minded men in
sy their reception of St ]011115 Gospel.
lt would be strange to them an imputation of dis-
Leliefin its authenticity. With extreme effusion, they
will admit that its author was the Apaostle John,
the chosen confidant of his ThHvine Master; nay,
in qualifying his authorship, they invest it with a
plenary inspivation which should exhibit the Apostle
a5 the authoritative representative of the Godhead.
Nevertheless, men appear to shrink from recogniz-
ing the explicit scope, the completeness, and cohe-
rence of this primitive and self-dependent standard,
which I take to be the highest and completest ex-
pression of the relations between God and Christ
towards each other, and of the elations which God
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and Christ permit themselves to show towards men,
or tequire men to manifest toward them.,

A few years hefore the close of the first century,
that is, somewhat more than fifty years after the
Passion, the Apostle John gave his Gospel to the
world. Having completed the work, he allowed
one persan and another to take coples; and thus
originated the circulation which now, so to say,
equals the sand of the sea in number. Necessarily,
the process of circulation was at first slow and almost
unknown, and for many years may have continued
unknown or litde known. Probably in discussing
the dates of the promulgation of this and other
Gospels, too little consideration is given to the
difficulty of multiplying copies and of generally ex-
tending the circulation of the several books in times
when pubtication was effected by manuscript alone
and not by printing. Ang thus it might happen
that maty years would elapse befose St John's
Gospel became known except to & few living in a
limited neighbonrhond.

But in speaking of the tme of the pablication of
5t Joho's Gospel, we may oot be supposed to mean
that the Apostle then disclosed, for the first instrue-
tion of the world, the narrative of the ministry of
the Lord Jesus Chrst.  Not endowed with the en-
ergy of 5t Paul, nor vested with his special vocation
to- evangelize among the pagan peoples, St John
probably exercised his Apostleship in a much more
limited sphere ; but, we may be assured, that wherever
he dwelt, with whomsoever be associated, whomse-
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ever he had the opportueity of influencing, he never
ceased to discourse of the marvellous life with which
he was himself so intimately associated. Owver and
over again he would tell of the marriage at Cana,
of the woman of Samaria, of the power of sight
brought to the blind-born Tad, and of the raising of
Lazarus. Time after time would he repeat the
various conversations and addresses of his Friend
and Master, now of one occasion, now of another,
To invite others to bhelizve as he believed was of
the very essence of his Apostleship, and what he
had seen and heard, that would be constantly de-
clare to them. Thus it need be no wonder if to
assist himself in preaching, to preserve an uniformity
of exposition, and to attain fcility in exposition, be
should have written down, at a very early period in
his misgion, the narrative with which he desired to
attract the attention of his hearers. To describe an
incident of which he waes himself a witness would
be comparatively simple ; and however simply and
ingenuously told is the atory of the lad bom biind,
the dramatic form into which it was almost neces
sarily cast would probahly appeat to him better
preserved by being written dowm. Much more
necessary, in order to do himself justice and his
subject justice, would it seem to him to put into
vivid and impenshable writing memorials of the
discourses of the Lord Jesus. Possibly he would
not care to write them off in the mecession we now
have them. According tc the cccasion he might
write out a detached papet, and gradually be would
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have several papers. He might begin, we may say
quite naturally he did begin with notes of his subject,
which afterwards he extended, and which being ex-

tended, he afterwards revised. Certainly this is
- speculative : and it is quite open to any one to
maintain that throughout the mindstry of his Apostle-
ship, for more than balf a century, St Joho as a
bard recited his lays, declared werbally the whole
counsel of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus, and not
till the close of his life thought fit to perpetuate in
writing, incident by incident, dizscourse by discottrse,
the whole body of his teaching.  Such indeed is the
speculation of Alferd, who observes that 5t. Toho,
the greater colleague and successor of St Faul, was
chosen noiselesslyin his peacetal old age to complete
the inner and holier places; as if for half a century
he had undertaken to withhold 2 revelation which
the Lord Chrst had made known to the world.
Nowwhile it is surelyinaccurate and inappropriate
to spaek of 5t. Joho as the successar of the “ Great
Apostle to the Gentiles,” the presumption is more
ahin to truth which should declare that 3t John
exercised the ministry of an Apostle ever after the
ascension of the Lord Jesus, and that the Gospel of
the persistent and unapproachable personality of
the Lord Jesus which he orally tawght, corresponded
with the Gospel which towards the close of his life
he published. Theologians of all times, those called
Fathers as well a5 modern divines, so far as T under-
stand, seem to have regarded the publication of St
John's Gospel too much as an afterthought, as if in
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tenor it differed from the Apostle’s earlier teaching,
and was written to oppose and counteract the more
or less heretical opinions or tendencies of men or
sects on whom necessarily devolved in course of
years the promulgation of Christanity, Whereas
the book is in itself a primary and substantial expo-
sition of the scheme which the term Gospel imports.

But observe the special character of the record
and of the authorship of the Apostle.  Mr. Maurice
spoke of 5t. John as a theologian and of the Gospel
as his theology. I should put it otherwise. I think
that St. John hireself would have put it otherwize.
He would have disclaimed the originality conveyed
by the expression, theolegian, and would have
asserted himself simply to be the instrument of
compiling and writing out the theology of his Lord.
For in truth, putting aside the introductory verses,
the entire theology of the Gospel purportz ebsoiutely
to be the personal utterances of the Lord Jesus
Christ. I speak, of course, of the thealogy as dis-
tinet from the incidents like the raising of Lazarus,
which the Apostle personally marrates: of this
oarmative St John is original author, and with his
own observations he connects the progress of the
sacred life; but in recording the teaching of the
Lord Jesus Christ, he conspicuously withdraws him-
sell and leaves the divine authority of his Lord to
alone speak. If the hook had been professedly a
personal exposition of Christian doctrine, we might
have accepted it os the matered fruit of the thought
and expericoce of the Apostle; but, on the con-



