SPECIAL LIMITED
EDITION. THE
CELEBRITY: AN EPISODE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649415007

Special Limited Edition. The Celebrity: An Episode by Winston Churchill

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WINSTON CHURCHILL

SPECIAL LIMITED
EDITION. THE
CELEBRITY: AN EPISODE

ﬁTrieste






BRisges

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION

THE CELEBRITY

AN EPISODE

By

WINSTON CHURCHILL

AUTHOR OF " RICHARD CARVEL"

THE PEOPLE'S LIERARY
Tesued Monthly

Be Tue Asemcan News CoMeany
ﬁabﬁ’ Th
/.
L O

NEW YORK é I
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY

FUNLIERE RS AGENTE
3941 CHAMBERS STREET



Corvymcns, 1oy,
By THE MACMILLAN COMPANY,

Bet vp and electrary ped _TE.I'I.I:D,I'?I 1. Reprinied, March,
twice, May. July, Aupgust, September, Ociober, 1858: June, 18g.
Epacial editon, August, Bepember, iy, Bepular edition, Sop.
temer, Qicicber, thyg; March, fgee  Bpeclal edition, October,
wgaa; |anoary, February, 1go1,

e
1297
Cy
1401

Forkmaoh Jraa

3. A Coshing & Co, — Rerwlok & Bmith
Worwnal Moy T84,



TG
Qlbert Sbhatn, Ph.D.

WITH THE AFFECTIONATE REGARDS OF

THE AUTHOR



THE CELEBRITY

CHAFTER I

I was about to say that I had known the
Celebrity from the time he wore kilts. But I
see I shall have to amend that, because he was
not a celebrity then, ner, indeed, did he achieve
fame until some time after [ had left New York
for the West. In the old days, to my common-
place and unobserving mind, he gave no evi-
dences of genius whatsoever. He never read
me any of his manuscripts, which I can safely
say he would have done had he written any at
that time, and therefore my lack of detection of
his promise may in some degree be pardoned.
But he had then none of the oddities and man-
nerisms which I hold to be inseparable from
genius, and which struck my attention in after
days when I came in contact with the Celebrity.
Hence I am constrained to the belief that his
eccentricity must have arrived with his genius,
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2 The Celebwity

and both after the age of twenty-five. Far be
it from me to question the talents of one upon
whaose head has been set the laurel of fame!

When I knew him he was a young man with-
out frills or foibles, with an excellent head for
business. He was starting in to practise law in
a downtown office with the intention of becom-
ing a great corporation lawyer.  He used to
drop into my chambers once in a while to smoke,
and was first-rate company. When I gave a
dinner there was generally a cover laid for him,
I liked the man for his own sake, and even had
he promised to turn out a celebrity it would
have had no weight with me. I look upen
notoriety with the same indifference as on the
buttons on a man's shirt-front, or the crest on
his note-paper.

When I went West, he fell out of my life.
I probably should not have given him another
thought had I not caught sight of his name, in
old capitals, on a daintily covered volume in a
book-stand. 1 had little time or inclination for
reading fiction; my days were busy ones, and
my nights were spent with law books. But I
bought the volume out of curiosity, wondering
the while whether he could have written it. I
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was soon set at rest, for the dedication was to a
young woman of whom I had often heard him
speak. The volume was a collection of short
stories. On these I did not {eel myself compe-
tent to sit in judgment, for my personal taste in
fiction, if I could be said to have had any, took
another turn. The stories dealt mainly with
the affairs of aristocratic young men and aristo-
cratic young women, and were differentiated to
fit situations only met with in that society which
does not have to send descriptions of its fune-
tions to the newspapers. The stories did not
seem to me to touch Ife. They were plainly
intended to have a bracing moral effeet, and
perhaps had this result for the people at whom
they were aimed, They left with me the im-
pression of a well-delivered stereopticon lecture,
with characters about as life-like as the shadows
on the screen, and whisking on and off, at the
mercy of the operator. Their charm to me lay
in the manner of the telling, the style, which
I am forced to admit was delightful.

But the book I had bought was a success, —
a great success, if the newspapers and the re-
ports of the sales were to be trusted. [ read
the criticisms out of curlosity more than any



other prompting, and no two of them were
alike: they wveered from extreme negative to
extreme positive. 1 have to confess that it
gratified me not a little to find the negatives
for the most part of my poor way of thinking.
The positives, on the other hand, declared the
gifted young auther to have found a manner
of treatment of social life entirely new. Other
critics still insisted it was social ridicule: but
if this were so, the satire was too delicate for
ordinary detection.

However, with the dainty velume my guon-
dam friend sprang into fame. At the same
time he cast off the chrysalis of a commonplace
existence. He at once became the hero of the
young women of the country from -Portland,
Maine, to Portland, Oregon, many of whom
wrote him letters and asked him for his photo-
graph. He was asked to tell what he really
meant by the vague endings of this or that
story, And then I began to hear rumeors that
his head was turning. These I discredited, of
course. If true, I thought it but ancther proof
of the undermining influence of feminine flat-
tery, which few men, and fewer young men, can
stand. But I watched his career with interest.



