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From Critiss]l Notloss of the First Edition.

“This Book presents & mass of information i 4 sondensed form on all
kinds of things which enter into the every.day coneerns of life: the air
wa bresihe—the food we eal—the Teiment we are elsthed with—the
habitations we dwall in—the constitution of onr mortal frame—narts,
commeres, and mannfactures, are cleverdy tronted of, by qaestion mnd
anawer ; aid Toro 8 mine of nsafal information. We reeommend it to
tha attention of purents snd tRbors.” —Ewer Standard,

A wast quantity of informaetion is so admirebly condensed, so much
really neefnl kotwledme is conveyed in b6 pleasiog aod intelligible a style,
tll:lﬂ:mhunuﬂ]‘m&p:nw. We copgratalates Miss Willement
upon mmflﬂ;ﬂmph:huibwmk,ni beartily recommend
her meritorions and unpretending work."—Norfolt Ghronisls,

A meful contribation to the infont cwuse of Lesroiog made Easy.™
—A henarnms. £

" A corapact snd well-pricted edition of & most uscful book for
ehildren: and indecd, s book of reference for elb—Jerrolds Feekly
Newepaper.

¥ A vovel and asafol inrity af the Catechiatin i

i#-thie Toecrtsen of the m;““l“"t’nm.m Sl el s
mmngmmdllum:tﬂamﬂnflt. . The work, withoat thess
-ﬂmvlhmr.:ﬁmnbnu,u nm.rdn, explicit, and well calonlated
to blend in pntertainment whwidﬂllimrnprmm,
with instruction that shall be permanent.”—Hood"s Messenger,

"ﬁmmﬂmhdm&dﬂmdm—
of neacly five huwdred srticles in deily nse smong ue. It in equally useful
a8 & school book and & book of reference, and man gln-ln!t may obtein
essontial and necessary information from its peges."'—Norfolk Chrondele.

T We mﬁdn:ﬂj recommiend it to all who are entrasted with the odu-

cefion of children"—Ipnrich Erpress.

“ A mine of oseful informalicn. We recommend it to the atbention
of parents and totors."—Erter Stendard,
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PREFACE.

——

Tae great success of the first edition of this little volume,
and the high euloginms bestowed on it by its generous
patrons, have induced me to bring ont & New Edition,
which I have taken great pains to render till more worthy
of approbation, by several important additions, and a most
carsful revision. The book itself also ix now presented in
& more convenient form, and mach improved in outward
Appearanos, type, &c., without any inerease in price. I
wish espacially to direet the attenmtion of Parents snd
Teachers to the necessity of posssesing 8 work calenlated
to save them much fatigue in the responsible office of
edueation, The subjects contsined in it may veom in
thomselves unimportant or iosignificant; buot do mot
children often ask & variety of guestions on these very
subjecta, at times when the parent or teachor is not st
leisura to soswer them properly P—questions on the most
simple enbjects, asked in such & manner ag to puzzla the
claverest! Besides, is there one thing ueed by us in the
daily bosiness of life withont its historical interest?
Decidedly not,—although, from their familiarity, many
aro passed by ss unimportant. I consider that to trace
them to their source is not only amueing, but highly in-
stractive, for there is scarcely one which is not connectad
with some epoch important in the history of the world.
Here, then, isa a book which, I flatter myself, will
anewer every purpose, as it can be instantly referred to
for the required answer, by means of the Index. It is
vary necessary that children should know the construction
of thinge in common use; the wonders of the natural
world ; and the manner in which the productions of the
earth sre made subservient to the wse of man ;—for,
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without this, their knowledge is only superficial. How
ehould children acquire this knowledge, unless their
quastions obtain clear and intelligeat answers ? Another
advantage also (and for which I have received the com-
mendation of many able teachers) is, the insertion of the
mesning of the meet difficult worde or terma occurring in
each anawer, at the end of it—thereby saving the trouble
of explanation or reference to a dictionary ; both of which
are too apt, for want of time, to be passed over, especially
in large seminaries, where everything is oblized to be
done with despatch,

Thers may be other works on a similar plan ; but the
subjects have not been carried out 8o miontely a2 in the
one now presented, which emhbraces their whole history,
and traces their different stages of improvement, &e.,
History, Geography, Arte and Scionces, Manufsetores,
Productions of the Animal, Veygetable, and Mineral
Eingdoms, and the Wonders of the Hlements, are here
exhibited in an engaging sspect. TYouth is fond of
novelty : end every day there i eome new work pub-
lished :—surely, then, I may hope that mine may take no
mean place among them ; and ita object will be accom-
plished if it incrense the stock of knowledge in the minda
of young people,

—C

The former editions of this work being all eirculated,
and the Americen press having published the same with
s fow additions, it was thonght advizable to add them to
the present New Edition, which has not only been earefully
revised, but extended much further, by embracing several
subjects of & recant dats.

E E W,
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