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PREFACE.

Evzav citizen hios o righl to express an epinen on public men and pub-
lic mensnges 5 and in doing eo the author of this work iz netuated ty no
other motive than to improve & class of men of which he forme o part, and
who bave heen so shamefully neglected. He has no personal animosity to
gratily, and in giving instanees of improprietics and nbuses, he does eo,
from conviction that they were wrong; and that system which will not
bear investigation, must be practically impure.

It is very seldom we hear a word in the ceuncils of the nation, on behalf
of seamen, Many mombers of Congress, no doubt, woold be hoppy to
bring their wrongs &nd gricvances to notice, and aesist in gronting redrega,
wera they aware of their existence ; buot futurity is not more enrefully hid
from our knowledge, than are the wrongs of seamen from the Ameriean
people.  That they are ignorant, cannot be doubted ; bul whese fault is it ?
No institulions have been erected for them, while their own hard earninge
have been squandered and misused, but for what purpose none ean tefl.—
Every one knows that the law has never been put in force which directs

-hospilals and asylums to be boilt with the hospital fund. The earth will
not yield her incrense without callivation, how then can it be expeeted that
the powers of the human mind can be fully developed without education ?

Nathaniel Bowditch, the most taleated of mathematiciane, wag in early
life, ncommen saller, without education. If the attention of seamen could
ba tursed to the important subject of mathematics, the benefit would soon
be apparemt; for they, more than any other class of men, have opportuni-
ties of improving themselves. What would cost a landsman years of hard
stody, could be aceomplished by a seaman in the usual course of his pro-
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v FREFACE,

The following pages are deseriplive of evils ihat actually exist in the
naynl and merchant service. By n perusal of the work the landsman may
obtain inere read informalion respeeting seo-life, than from all the nautical
aovels Lhat ever isseod from the press,

The author has given teal nomes and charretere—bestowed prodss and
Wawe, ond given his reascns Far g0 doing, and the public ean judge how
far his statements can be eelied on.  He has been carciul to add no eolor-
ing or embellishment, ne his objeet i the good of all, and the injory of none.
Much indeed does be regret that scamen have uot & beller advocate, tnn
one who was valsed among them, and of eotirse deprived of the advantaoges
which education muat ever give.

With regard to the political allusions that he has indulged in, he wishes
to be anderstond as having imbibed the oplawns of po politieal party, oa it
is a subjecl of which he knows but little, The only distinetion between
e two pariics which he ean ot present pereeive iy, that eoe is in office,
ood wishes o remain there, and the ather §s ooty and wishes to get in.
With theee explanations, the auther submite kis firss book Lo the patronage
of the public.
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