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PREFACE,

Bome elaborate treatises on Chronology have appeared in the Encyclopmlia Metropeli-
tana, in the Penny Cyclopmdia, in the fifth volume of Lardner's Musoum of Seience and
Art, in Sir Harris Nicholas's Chronology of History, and other publications. Every
method is explained except that used by the Hindus, Warren alone {ses page 27) hoas
mastered the subject, in his Kala Sankalila—a ponderous volume of five hundred pages,
published at Madras in 1825, He begins at A.D. 1500, and gives the titles, Though
written in English, this requires an interpreter; a compendium of it is given by the
Jearned Prinsep in his Useful Tables, published st Caleatta. He, like Warren, begine at
1600, but he suppresses the tilles, on which the whole system turns.

Ko one of all these books gives any historieal cocurrences.

Bir Willinm Jones, Beschi, Colebrooke, Prinsep, Mill, Wilson, and othor eminemt
Banserit acholars, knew the Hindu method, but have not explained it: they have examined
many points of history, but have left us in want of & key to their stalements.

Bome English authors, more visionary than oxact, have tried to make up in daring
theories what they wauted in procise knowledge.

The Hindus themselves, laborioualy exact in astronomical observations and ealeulations,
havo neglected history. We find lists of years slons, and lists of rajas alone; if the two
are connected it is se mysterionsly that few cen see the truth.

'Tho Musnlman historians of India are voluminous, but tell us little beyond the deeds of
their own Sultans. They are precise in their dates, but not elways verscious.

Those who have had ion to t t busi with Hinduoas, or to tranalate docu-
menta written by them, often feel the want of & key to the various dates in use. For
instance: & letter is dated “On new moon in (the month) Vaisakha in {the year bearing
tho title) Chitrabhdn.” This is in English the 20th of May, 1822, Or, *the 13th of the

. bright fortnight in (the month) Sravena in (the year) Saumya.” This is equivalent to the
let August, 1849. The Madras newspaper, printed in the Telugu language, on the 10th
April, 1860, is dated * Year Sidhirana, 13th of the wene, in the month Chaitra.”

Thus the Hindus know their years by titles, dispemsing with numerals,

Even in more important documents the sawe is thejmethod. In a Marats memoir of
Hyder Ali, each yaar is thus specified All Hindus know by tradition that Hyder's final
raid took place in * Sarvari” (A.D. 1T80); but the numeral (88. 1702} is forgotten, or
known only by counting. Bome Banscrit and Telugu books are dated in the same style.

Various methods are in use, and the reckoning begine on vacious days. See page 82.

The years in all the methods ere lunar; using various intercalations to adjust the
months to the seasons. See page BS.

There are sixty Trruzs—which appear in the first ninetoen pages. These are counted
in Cycles. A.D. 1800 waa the sixticth year of the eighiy-first Cycle, named Acshya; the
next year is Prablava, the first of the eighty-second Cycle. Natives know the year by the
title alone, neglecting all numerals. Bee page 82.
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Some readers will condemn this system as arbitrary and intrieate. This cannot be
helped. It is their plan, and it is my business to explain it. The Hindus venerats anti-
quity, and highly wvalue their own method, even after understanding that wsed in Europe.
In Hinda schools tho list of titles is daily repeated, forwards and backwards, without
numerals,

Thy system of sixly yoars pervades Indis, Javw, Ceylon, Burms, snd Chine. Yet the
titles differ; and the initinls of the Cycles do not agres. Some have aitempted to explain
tha meanings of the titles ; but that s of no avail.

Ous circumstsncs has rendered the system perplexing; and this is remedied in the
present volume. Though punctiliously exact as to the wonthk, day, luaations, hour, and
moment, the indus often omit the year. If they specily it, they too often give the title
alone, oot the numeral. If the numeral is given, it sometimes is true, sometimes folse.
And this has been tho custom from the commencement. Thus, 88, 1119 is the year Pin-
gula; which title, in some inseriptions, is marked 1118, The next year, Ealayucti, is 58,
1120; yet on some marbles it i3 writton 1124 ; and the following year, Biddbarti, instead
of 1121 is written 1120, Tho name Paridhdva belongs to 88, 1654 ; yet this is sometimes
marked 1653, and elsewhere 1655, The year Prajotpatti (A.D. 1811}, instead of S8. 1733,
is written 1731,  And two years later, Srimukhg, instead of 1735, is writien 1736,

Bome have fancied that the lapse of ages, or ervor in transcription, may bave caused such
errors. But tho date being recorded in words, in S8anscrit verse, and in symbolical expres-
siona {sea page 21), error is out of the question, This easy indifforence happens in recent
dates; thus documents dated in A.D. 1809 would correctly be 88. 1731, but one recerd
saye 1730, and snother 1732, Tn some ancient inscriptions error s out of the question,
for the date is steted in words, and determined by the curious method of symbals, explained
in page 20.

The variation is seldom more than three years, plus or mioua. Yat the year 88, 1137,
(A.D. 1215) of which the title is Yuva, is in three Inscriptions written 1127.

In fact the Hindus are punctilious as to tha Title, and care little for its numeral. In
every Chronologieal investigation wo must aseertain the Title. Even in some almannes
wo find the same ensy indifference sa to the numeral. Thus the manuscript Telugu
Almanac for the year Vieriti (A D. 1530), 83, 1743, is in some copiss marked 1751, and in
others 1758,

The Regulations enacted by Government of course require exact dates. Vet if we look
into tho Madras Regulations, we find, Reg. vil of A.D. 1809 (title Sucls) marked BS. 1730
instead of 1781 ; Reg. §. of 1516 (title Yuva) is styled 53. 1756 instead of 1737; Reg. ii
of 1823 is dated (Srimukha} BS. 1734, whereas il is 1736, Yet in 1813 and 1821 there is
no error. Prinsep, in his useful Tables, page 56, gives other instonces, showing that
the Government ennctments are erroneously dated.

In the tables appended to the Kala Sankalita, the Bramban sstronomer has stated that
the years were called in this treatise by cne title, and in another treatise by the next; one
being the Bouthern, one the Nerthern reckoning. But this solution is of no avail ; for he
represents the wvariation as peculinr to a sot of fifteen years iu each cyele; whereas it is
universsl. Ile makes the error always plus, whereas it iz a3 often minus: he makes its
quantity enly one year, whercas it is somelimes throe, sometimes six yesrs. Mo is silent
regarding the anomalies in the southern reokening; and, finally, the suthorities he gnotes
are fictilions, for the books he names were written some oenturies before the dates le
records ; and eminent native astronomers of modern daya deny the truth of his quotations.

The titles ** Prabhava, Viblave,” and the rest, sre uniform throughout India; but the
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reckoning varies. Thus, A.D. 1850 is in Rengal named Darmati, which ia the fifty-fifth
yoar of the eighty-fourth eycle; but in Southern India it is named Sidhirana, the forty-
fourth year of the eighty-second eycle. And in China il falla in another year of another
oycle.@

In the earlior pages of the Chronclogy (p. 5() I bave marked the A.D. as Probable; for
we cannot establish the precise solar year that answers to a Hindu lunar date ; though the
intercalations in course of time adjust the difference. The Hindu numerals would have
sufficed, but that they fluctunte.

Several eclipses are noted in this Chronology. And I had hoped to have fized the
period by comparing these with the taliles of eclipsss in “1'Art do Verifier les Dates;”
but T was disappointed, Hales observest that ¢ Bir Tsasc Newton hea in his Chronology

itted the evid of eolipses; perhapa becanse they would not bend to his favorite
hypothesis.” But the venerable Colebreoke (Essays, vol. 2, p. 277) hos more sagaciously
remarked that he could not make the eclipaes tally. (Compare Gentlemsn’s Magnzine for
1775, p. 164). Bee page 82,

The system of titles is now, for the first time, exhibited complete; by theory, ealea.
lated by bramban satromomers, a3 far as A.D. 9%), aad alter thal time by the evidenca
collected from sncient inscriptions. These record little more than donations of land ;
which have long since been abrogated, either by Musulman invasions or by the lapse of
agos. But the dates are given, and also the names of the rajas.

The verious years have different initial days; this is shewn in pages B2 and 86.

Bome remarks are ndded on the names of lands and languages.

Among Colonel Mackenzie's records there were sevoral genealogies of ancient families,
Few of these declare the dotes of the personages. Tha ancient portion is too often e
fabulous as that in which Virgil attempta to prove that Augustus descended from Mneas.
In the modern part the dates are too often omitted, or else inserted inaocurately. Occa-
sionally the samo personags appears under varions names ; just as Georgo, Prince of Wales,
afterwards Regent, and afterwords King. Or if the name is derived from a god, the anme
raja is ot pleasure styled by any title of theidol. Bome of the Musulman rulers changed
their titles in the same manner,

In pome chronological statements there s exaggeration ; which is easily eorrected by
posting every document under the proper year, Dr. Francis Buclisnan Hamilton, M.D.,
a surveyor, who printed ¥ A journey from Madras through Mysors, &e.,''} hos preserved
soveral other genealogical tables; and ia generally correct in his caleulations of time.

Lieutenant-Colonel Mark Wilks, in bis Histerical Bketches of Southern India, with a
History of Mysore (three volumes, guarto, published in 1810) has given the geneslogy of
the rajas of that country, but his dates are a riddle to me; they do not accord with any
known reckoning ; and he does not expound his mothod,

The few genealogics I print in the present velume are interesting either from the
persons named or from the mystery and error in which they lave been veiled by native
chroniclers,

Tho inseriptions collected by Colonel Mackenzie wers rated by Professor Wilson at
about seven th d. The H ble Walter Elliot made a separnts collection, chiefly in

* Hoo the Chiness Repositary for May, 1819 ; queted in Allen’s Indis Mail, 1850, p. 302,

+ Hales's Chronology, edil. 1820, vol. 1, p. 252,

1 In threo volumss, 4to, Londen, 1807. The Rev. Dr. Claudius Buchanan, nuther of the Christian
Eeseazches, travellod through part of the same couatry abeut the same period. a
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the Bouthern Marata country, costaining five hundred and ninety-five, And the late
Captain Newbold, another =zealous antiquarisn, cbtained abont three hundred more.
All of these [ examined. There was much tautology in the more modern portion ; a single
ingignifieant prince having some bundreda bearing bis name in a short reign. They were
chiefly written in Banscrit, the charnotors of the writing being Telugn, Haleh-Cannadi (or
ancient Harn'itdea), and Tamil, with a fow in Devaoagari, Few of them specify when a
Teign began or ended.

After the year A.D. 1500 'we meet with several inscriptions in Arabic or Persian.
From that time therefore the Hajri dates have been recorded (ses page 15), and after the
year 10627 the Fasli dates also are given. Bome remarks on thess, with the erasa used in
Bengal, are given in page 30—34.

The Kollam (or Quilon} era is peculiar to the Bouth-west, or Travancore country. I
have found records thus dated, older than A.D. 1507, See pages 15 and 84,

The dates in these pages are chiefly those of the Cyole of sixty years : which is tho great
chronological measure throughout India and Chins. See page 26.

The ancient astronomers in India, fixed on & particular point of time, 3100 years before
the Christian Mra, called the commencement of the Euli Yug: equivalent to the [A.M.)
Ago of the World. This resembles the Julian Period used in Eurcpe. Tpon this all their
caleulations are based. (See pages 1 and 25.) Dut the historical period begina AD. 79,
ond is called the Sacam, or era of Balivahana (see p. 6}, a personnge regarding whom
nothing is known. The theories on the eubject may be eeen in the Asiatic Besearches.
(See page 25.) Real history begins about a thousind yesrs later.

After AD. 1550 the Musulman date called Hejri, or Hegira® (“The Emigration or
Flight™) commences {pages 15 and 20} ; and about this time we meet the Eollam dates
(p- 15, 25, 26, and 84). The Fasli, or Revenae, yoar (p. 16 and 21) begins soon after. The
Bamvat (literally “Vear”) of Vicramaditya (see pages 16, 25, and 34), is chiefly
nsed in Western and Northern India. It begins 135 years before the Balivahana Bacam.

Bes page 34,
These dates are used in business. My first object was to ascertain the correct reckon-
ing; grounding the d ions npon the inscriptions on rocks or elsewhare in southern

India. The dates are often recorded hieroglyphically, in symbals. These are explained in
page 20. This was intended as an sid to memory; and a new method, adapted to
Eunropean notious, is given in page 24 Another method, called Kutapayedi, is placed in
p. 22, with an essay on the Greek namoe of the signs of the Zodias, quoted in Sanscrit
trestises on astronomy.

The next essay, p. 25, in on the modes of reckoning time, and shews a corious
aniformity in the methods used in Indis and China; also o remarkshle discrepancy in
initial dates.

Hindus always vse the Janar reckoning of days (p. 27), and I have given a page from
an Ephomeris, which I printed (p. 28), adding an explanation (p. 29), which shews how
differently the months are divided in contiguons nations.

To the Musulman methods {p. 30 ond 31) T have added the Juloos, or reckoning of
sach reign. This enables us to und d a rother irrational method, which has given
much trouble to historians. And this is followed by Tippoo's new device (p. 33), which
lusted but a few years, and was yet more fanciful.

* The Hijrm (thus spelt) is explained in H. H. Wilson's Glossary of Judicisl and Rovenue Terms.
4to., 1866, page 207.
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Having explained the methods of reckoning time, we p d to varions genealogies of
rajas (p. 25—49). Thess are partly fabulons ; and when we descend to the historical ages,
the information is scanty, seldom giving more then the names of the petty kings, of whom
several assumed the empty title  Chacrsvarti,” that is, Emperor,

I have noticed only the familics that are of historical importance ; the Yadavas (p. 36
and 43), Chalukyas, Koncan, Vijayanagar, Mysore, and Collam ; giving some observations
on Poetical Genealogies {p. 44), and also on some Frandulent Dooumenta (p. 48).

In this enquiry it has been olearly ascertained that the Veishnavite creed (the worship
of Vishnu) waa introduosd into Bouthern Indis sbout the year A.D, 1112,—about the tims
when the first Crusade took place [n Eonrops. The Jangam religion, which is fiarcely

istio to the Vaisk and Baivites, arose half a osntury later,

We then prooeed to a Chromology of Kvents for about nine centuries, down io the
present day. In the first portion of this I have noticed chiefly the ocourrences in the
Peninsula ; partioularly during the Musulman and Portuguose periods. Until A.D. 1500
the information Is poanty, drawn chiafly from unpublished Bansorit inseripti The next
pages, sa far as the yeer 1750, there are some corious dotails regarding the rise and fall of
the Portuguess dominions, and the prosperity and failure of the French conquerors. After
1750 the English period commenoces ; and, while I have given partioular attention to the
Bouth, in later perinds the history of all India han been described. I endeavoured to oollact
all the statements mada by authors of all nations; and believe that this ia & more complats
chronology of India than has hitherto appeared. It closes with the end of the great mutiny
and the apprehension of Nana Bahib. ’

To exemplify the use of thess tables ; an insaription, bearing the name of Bada Siva, is
marely dated ©in the year Bobhacrit.” This is the 37th Title. Axnd in his reign the year
bearing this title is 8B. 1465, that is, A.D. 1543, as phewn iu page 16. Aguin; a grant
made by the Masulman Nawab Halim Khan ia mercly dated “In the year Swabhanu."
Now this title, in his reign, falla oo A.D. 1763, A deed bearing the name of Tippu Sultan
ia dated * Bobhaerit.”” The table in page 18 ahews thal this was A.D. 1783, which is
within his period.

In some instances the name of the year does not correspond fo the numeral quoted.
Thus, in one transcript of an insoription the year Pingsls, in the reign of Bakka Raya, is
quoted as 88, 1273. Bot the only year Pingala in his reign is B8. 1289, or A.D. 1377.
This shows that the trafiscribor was inoorreot.

In a fow doouments the titles sre wrongly written. This is noticed in pages 87 and 80.

While I write this page, I see in the London vewspsper a mercantile report from
Caloutta, wherein & quotation s dated *Fuali 1270.” The tabls in page 19 shews that this
means A.I. 1661.

The dates on coins were also o be considered. Bome strange errors in these are
notiosd in page B2.

In the whole enquiry I have rarely met with o false dats ; and this will be found only
in transeripts, not in the original marbles. For those stones were engraven by persons
whose interest it was that the truth should be recorded. But the lapee of time has
sbrogated all the donations; as J ] sayn, “Quandoguidem daia sunt ipsis quoque fata
.epml)

T have searched in wain for history in theee dark ages; among * nations whose histories
sre no more” Persian writers carefully record the date when each Musulman reign
bogan ; but the Hindus disregard this, and the initial dntes of only three or four rajas are
known. Mackenzie's bramhans, at his desire, framed genedlogies, which they dated




