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¥t Yex arount us the 2 rloud,
A tworld for 0o wot see ;

Pt the stoert closing of an epe
Fiflapy Bring s theee o be,

it gentle reeses fan our chyeek
A ot morisln o ;

Titw gentle bmices wrhisper loke,
Anb mingle tnith our pragees.

Bhret heavis arount s thoh any bat,
et Trelping hanbs are stivad,

i palpitates the wril betteen
ERRith breathings alimest hragh,

Hammier Beronze STowe.



HEAVEN.

INTRODUCTION.

E‘VERYWHERE among intellizent men are

there visions and hopes of a world and life
" better than we are experiencing in the Aesh.
Univeraal man is pained with the sensze of limi-
tation and impecrfeetion, while he has an active
consciousness of capacity for g freer and nobler
activity. It is common for men to feel them-
gelves prisoners, while they crave and cannot
help craving a free life for all their powers.
They long to be more and better than they are
They think and dream of ideal men and lives
such as they would be glad to be and live, and
feel that they have capacities for. Their limita-
tions are always sugpesting freer and larger
reaches of aetivity. Their ignorance intimates
knowledge. Their failures make snceess & most
desirable thing, Their sinfulhess and its mis-



(] HEAVEN.

eries make a holy life the richest of all coveted
prizes. Everything on the human side of their
expericnce 0 suggests an ideal excellency that
they have come to live largely under the hope of
such excellences to be realized by and by, Their
present possessions constantly intimate richer
ones to be attained. They see on before and up
above a life and a world so desirable that they
now live much under inspiration drawn from

them.
* Hope wprings eternal in the human breast:
Man never is, but always to be blest.”

Thie hope is the seed of the idea of heaven. It
ia universal, and hence the anticipation of
heaven is vniversal among men. It is in the
naiore of man; henee men in the form of men
would not be men without it. Men, or creaturcs
8o called, would not be men without mtellects,
nor would they be men without affections; no
more would they be men without the hope which
gives the visions of heaven. Not revesled any .
more than natural is the heaven which men
anticipate. Not of the Bible any more than of
higtory is the heaven in which men have be-
lieved. It iz in men to have a vision of heaven
before them. Call this vision by what name we



