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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

MANUAL.

CONTAINING ARGUMENT, APPEAL, PETITIONS, FORMS
OF CONSTITUTION, CATECHISM AND GENERAL
DIRECTIONS FOR ORGANIZED WORK

CONSTITUTIONAL PROHIBITION.

Y
Hns. IYJ‘EkLLLEN FOSTER,

SExperinicadent of Deparimeni of a",-q;;!m‘:lba of 2he Woman's Natijemal
Chrisfian Temgerance Uniem,

" Btatecmanship consksts rather 8 temoving the causes than in panichiog or evading
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NEW YORK:
National Temperance Hociety and Publioation Honse,
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To my dear hushand, af whare sugpestfor and earvzst emtregly
1 beprum wiy work i the study and practice of the law, on the pub-
He Matform and v gzeocdation A the Woman's Cheistine
Temtperaxce [nsun, and whose Reriy co-speralion and afproval
Rate beett & constand sirrce of sNCoRPAreeRd and Sugport ; and
to my fedmued 1my, W, gad Fmary, whe, ta fRz measnrs of fhefr
eforiunity, kove tharcd the word witk iy privations and 5
Jov ;10 fAzie LRese, i) minfoley of owr Hessed home altar, do I
dedfcale these desires of my Jeard, these Lhoug BEE of my brain, with
Ehs prayer thatl always, a5 maw, theiy ShibboleiA may be for God,
and Home, and Natve Land.
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INTRODUCTION.

I DESIRE to render what assistance 15 in my power
to temperance workers in the various States, who
desire to join the movement for Constitutional Pro-
hibition, with enforcing statutes in both State and
Nation. [ sipcerely believe this to be the work of
this day and age. [ thank God that He hag given
me lif in this glorious time, to work while the days
last in my purpose. To help you, kind friend, to
work, is the object of this little pamphlet.

Yours singerely,
J. ELLEN FOSTER,
Clinton, fewa.



CONSTITUTIONAL PROHIBITION.

THE movement for Constitutional Prohibition, so
general at this time throughont the entire country,
winning as it does the approbation of philanthropista
and the co-operation of Christians, also demands the
calm study of all temperance workers, Those who
lead in o glorious a struggle must wnderstand fully
the magnitude of the evil fought, its entrenchments
in appetite and avarice, in social custom and unright--
gous law ¢ they must see the broad field of the entire
war and understand the scope of the present cam-
paign. Let it never be said of our hosts, “they per-
ished for lack of knuwledge.”

TIIE CATISE AS IT NOW STANDS,”

Tne Amendment Campaign does not discuss the
simple question of total abstinence. All temperance or-
ganizations—cxcept, perhaps, an occasional unimpor-
tant onc—stand upon this platform, but the claim for
Constitutional Prohibition docs not of necessity rest
upon a recognition of the necessity of total absti-
nence. The proposed prohibitory amendments to
State Constitutions deal with the traffic in its rela-
tion to the individual and society. Temperance
organizations deal with the individual in his relation
to society and the State. The case then may be en-
titled,



10 Constitnlioneld Prokibiion.

THE TEOTLE ww¢rsus THE LIQUOR CRIME.

The people claim that prohibitory legislation is
necessary to matenial prosperity, is sanctioned by
political economy, is sustained by enlightened juris-
prudence, and is demanded by sound morality ; and
further, they propose to incorporate the conclusion
thus reached—after years of experience in the study
and conflict of the forces that go to make up civil
society—into the Constitution of the State.

They consider this principle so wvital that they
desire to place it beyond the tricks of politicians, the
machinations of demagogues and the price of hire-
lings.

t is answered by the defendants, that the principle
of prohibitory legislation s opposed to persenal lib-
erty, that it is a removal of the work of “moral
reform " from the philanthropist and the Christian to
the politician and the jailor; that it will destroy
large business mterssts, and throw many men out of
employment, that it will not accomplish the desired
end, but will, on the contrary, increase drunkenness,
pauperism and crime, Tt is further claimed, that if
the prineciple of probibition were in itself correct, it
ought not to be of constilutional law, but of statutory
lerislation only. .

In sUPPORT OF THE FEOPLE'S CLAIM we state,
that so long as * the love of money is the root of all
evil,” so long will men argue that prohibitory liquor
laws are opposed to the interests of any community,
not that they are so opposed, bot because the invest.
ment of a little capital in mansficturing and selling
brings such great returns, and because the large reve-



Canstitntzonal Prokibition. I

nue tonation and State seem to the careless observer
to be a real source of wealth. What are the sources
of a nation's wealth? We answer. Land and labor.
Political economists may classify otherwise; they
may speak of agriculture, trade, commerce, of mines,
and fisheries, of railroads and steamships, but these
all may come under the two broad divisions 1 have
given, land and labor. The land is the gift of God—
our beautiful prairies have been hlling up throogh
the centuries, each adding its accumulations to the
last. The mines, those woandrous pockets of the
earth, have been Alled by no accident of nature, but
are careful tréasuries stored by the Father for hig
needy children. The trees in the forest, the fish in
the sea, the cattle upon a thousand hills, these but
wait man’s wish, they are his to pussess. The subtle
forces of nature; steam, electricity, light, sound, the
gases and the commeon air, come and go at call. Itis
his labor of hand or of brain that yokes them to his
triumphal chariot. Whatever then increases the
earth’s richness or aids in its development, whatever
subjugates the forces of nature, whatever increases
man's power of brain tor think, his skill of hand to
execute, his force of moscle to eondure, this 13 a
source of wealth, The farmer who wins from the
earth the golden harvest, the product of its richness,
the glory of the sun, the freshening of the rain, and
hig honest toil, he is a source of wealth, he gives the
people food. The lumberman who fells the forest
tree, the miller who gives us a pile of boards, the
carpenter who builds a house by so much as lamber
is better than logs, and houses than lumber, by so
much do they bencfit society. The common laborer



