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ADDRESS,

T vieing, My, President and Brethren, to pevform
the distinguished pal in the services of this worning,
which has boen assigned me by vour Bxeculive Com-
mittee, it is a veal relief to me {o vellect, how Tilile,
after all, the snccess of this cecasion will depend, on
the character of the enferfainment which may bo
aflorded you, during the riel hour which 1T may be af
Iiberty to oeeupy, by any thing of lormal o cersmo-
nions disconrse.

T0 is nob by words of wisdom or of dulness, it is not
by argnments forcible or feehle, it i3 nof by appeals
animaled or vapid, it is nol by pathos or by hathos.
that an ccension like this is to be made or marred,

The oceasion iteelf is s own best and sorvest sue-
cess. Certainly, it is its own hest and mest clleetive
Orator. The prescnee of this vast concomse of the
Sons of Harvard, drawn together by a common intorest
in the prosperity and welfaro of their Alma Mater, and
hound to each other by a common desire and a com-
mon determination to uphold and adyvance her ancient
chivaeter and renown, is enongh fo make this ocen-
sion forever memarahle in her annals, and to secure for
it a Detter, n more brilliant, and a far more enduring
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snceess, than any which could vesult from the most
glowing display of individual eloquence.

And, indeed, what could any one attempt at such a
moment but to give expression, —a faint and imper-
feel expression ai the besl,—to the sentiments and
emotions which have already been awakened in all our
hearts by the seene and the cireumstances before ns ?
— emotions and zenliments too deep and sevions, T am
persuaded, fo be satisfied with any mere ambitious
vhelorie er jubilank oratory.

We are assembled around the altars al which we
were dedicated in our youth {o the pursait and atluin-
ment of & sound, libeval, Christian education, and [rom
which we went lorth In our carly manhood to the
dulics and responsibilities of our respective profossions
and callings. We are here after many and various
experiences of snecess and of failure, of joy and of
sadness, of wealth and of want, in our subseguent
carecr.  We come, sowe of us, aller but o brief trial
of the stern realities of 1ife, wilh {he world all before
us, and our relations fo it sUll lo be determined ;—
gowe of us in the middle stage of our earthly course,
in the {ull enjeyment of whatever facnlties we possess,
and of whatever position we have aequired ;— and
some of 15 bending beneath the weight of years and
of cares, with litlle more to hope or to fear for our
selves on this side the grave, How many thoughls
are stirred within vs all, as we lock back, over a
longer or a shorter inferval, to the days when we fivst
approached these Classic Halls! How many retlec-
tions erowd in upon each one of ug, as to what we
might have done, and what we did, fhen, — as to what
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we might have been, and what we ave, now! How
maty blighted hopes and disappointed expectations of
others or of ourselves are revived in our remembrance !
How many familiar forms of cherished fiiends, of
belaved companions, of revered preceptors, Jong since
parted from ws, slart up abt our side, and zeem alnozl
to wait for our embrace!

“ Rapt in colostiol trawsport thor,
Yot hithor oft & glance from high
Thoy send of tewder sympally
T Bless the place, where i thele opeaing soul
First the grunine anlor stolel™

And we, (oo, Brethren, are here # o bless the place”
of onr earliest and best opportunitica.  We cowe, one
and all, to hear ouwr united ftostimouy to the value of
this veneraled Institution, We come fo Iring what-
ever lnurels we liave acguired, whatever trepsnres we
have secummluled, 1o adorn its hallowed shrines.  We
come to pay fresh homage o the memory of our -
thers for having founded and reared il.  Wo come to
rencw ony tribnte of gratitude to its earlier and ifs
later Benefactors, We come lo thank God for having
prospered and blessed it And we come, sbove all, to
ackuowledge our own persomal indebtedness to il, and
to make public recognition of the manifold ohligations
and responsibilities, to God and {o man, which rest
vpon us all, by reason of the opportunities and advan-
lages which we have here enjoyed.

We are heve, I need uol say, in no spirit ol vain-
glotions  bosstfulness or emply sell-congratulation.
We are here fo arrogate nothing fo ourselves in the
way of distinetion or privilege. We are here to set up
no claim to peeuliar conzideration or honor on aceount



