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. INTROQDUCTIQN.
Anrient name. Fressnt population.

Esrliegt inhabitanta. Languagen.
The Arysns. Banakrit.

1. Anclent name.—The name penerally given by early
Hindn writers to India is Bharata-Varaha, ©the land
of Bharata,” This Dharata is ssid to have been a cele-
brated king, who roigned over a vaat extemt of territory
in ancient days. '

3. The Aborigines,—Of the Aborigines almost no-
thing iz known. Driven, as they doubiless were, before
the eonguering invaders into the jungles and monntainons
digteicts, they are still to be fonud there, living in =
state slmost of nature. The Eomds in Central Indis, the
Bhils in Hajputana, the Santals in Bengal, the Todas
in Southern India, and many others are ganerally regarded
as aboriginal tribea.

3. The Turanians.—The first ewarms of strangers that
entered the comntry weére the nneestors of the Foar great
. racee of Bouthern India, speaking the four languages,

Tamil, Telugn, Malayalam and Eanaress. Differences
of opinion exist as to the nation to which those strangers
belonged. Though some euppose they were Aryans,
the opinion now most generally held is, that they were
Turanians of Mongolian and Beythian descent, that
they came from Tartary and Tibet, and entered India
by the 8 of the Himalayn mountaine. They have
been Dravidians, from Dravida, the name of
that part of SBonth India peopled by them. Though
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evidently of a different race from the Aryang, they would
seem to have been greatly influenced by the latter after
coming into contact with them, so mnch =o, that their
religion, manners and customs now very much resemble
those of the people of Aryan descent.

4. The Aryans.—Following those Turanians came,
prohably at some period betwean 1500 w.0. and 2000 B.c.,
A Pmrﬂﬂl who called themselves Awwya, that is, ‘noble.
Their home was in the platean of Central Asia, somewhere
near the source of the river Oxns. They were a brave
and enterprising people; and we find, that as they in-
creased in numbers, they bagwn to look out for betior and
ticher lands to dwell in. Many of them went west and
became the ancestors of the European nstioms.  Others
came south and took mp their abode st first on the banks
of the river Bindhn (Tndus); and their Persian neigh.
bouars, saming them after the river on whose banks they
had ectiled, called them Hindum, Afier o time they
crossed the Bindho and took posseswion of the country
on ite eastern hank. But they were not allowed to do
s0 nnopposed. The original inbabitants of the country,
who were called Rakshasas, Pishachas spd Dasyas,
were 2000 Up in arme ageinst the invedera, and many
fierco fights would seem to have taken place. Steadily,
though slowly, the Aryans continued to advance. They
took possession of the district between the Drishadvati
and Sarasvati, and pemed it, Brahmavarta, ‘abode
of the gods.’ There they settled quietly for some centn-
ries, and it was probably during this period that the
Mantrag wers composed. More territory was then needed.
Onward the Aryans pressed till they reached the Ganges,
and to this new province they gave the name Brahmarahi-
desa. During the pext two cenfuries they took possession
of new territory, which exiended as far ss the modern
Allahabad, apd which they oslled Madhya-desa. Nor
did they stop there. They continued their conguests, antil
they had over-yun the vailey of the Ganges and oecupied
Central India. The whole of this conntry was called by
the Hindun writers Aryavarta, ‘ abode of the Aryans.’ lyh
inclpded all the provinces, “aa far ps the eastern and as
far aa_the western oceans befween the two mountains,”
{The Himalaya and the Visdbys mountains), This part
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of Tndia the Persians called Hindustan, ‘the land of the
Hindus,” while that portion of the country south of the
Vindhya range began to be known as the Dakham.
When the Greeks invaded the country, they dropped the
aspirate in Hindu, and called the people Indoi. Hence
the name Imndia, now applied to all that conwtry lyin
between the Himalayas and Cape Comorin, the Indus and |
the Brahmaputra.

5. The Persiand, Greekes and Parsls—Variona other
nations afterwards came into India. The Persians ander
Darins Hystaspes, king of Persia, entered India ahont
520 B.v.; and the Greeks under Alexander the Great
in 3237 Bc. In the seventh cemtury a.p. another eloment
wag added to the popuolation. A little band of Parsl
immigrants, who had been driven from their pative land
by the Ehalif Qmar, landed on the west const and settled
down at Surat, They are at the present day about
geventy thooeand mm pumber; snd from their intelligence
and enterprising spirit, they form sn important com-
mwanity in Bombay, and on the west coast.

6. The Mvhammadans.—Next, but at a great dia-
tance of time, camo the Mubhammadans. DBy degrees
they eonguersd the conntry and obtained complete
politieal supremacy. Nevertheless they were not only’
unable to nproet the habits and enstome of the Arysns,
but thay themaelves adopted to & great extemt the lan-
guage and habita of the peopls they conguered. Probably
nob II':IHUI.'E than nﬂua-ba‘lf ﬂ:f t;::e M{:hgm:nadansTE&IInﬂjn—,
at the present day, are 1 eacent, may
be divided into fnyu:r elm—ﬁag;yida,' who claim te h::
descended from the Prophets Munghals, descendants of
the Tartar conquerors of India; Pathsns, of Afghsn
deacent; Sheikhs, incloding all that do oot belong to
any one of the other three classes.

7. Other nations.—Other elements have since been
introduced into the popnlation of Indis. The Py T
the Dutch, and the Danes have sach had & footing in
Indis. The Fremch and the Englilh have slso come
into the country. But even at the present day, when
the supremacy of England is greater than that ever
posseased by Mughal, * the great bulk of the population
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18 mmbi.nll}r Hinﬂ-u, and the moval influence of what
mn;v be called the Indo-Aryan race is still paramount.”

8. Population and w-‘!‘ha popalation of
India at the present day is about two hundred and forty
millions. This immense population is pot made up of
one, but of many nations, speaking a great meny dif-
ferent languages. Thna:

Huull, and Hindmatani
spoken by aboot  100,000000 in Hindostan.

Bengali ., B7,000.000 in Bengal,

Marathi " 18,000,000 in the Dakhan and Eopkan.

Gujaraki i 7,000,000 in Gujarat.

Panjabi " 12,000,000 in the Panjab,

EKashmiri e 2.000,000 in Eashmir,

Bindhi i 2.000,000 in Sindh.

Uriya e B000,000 in Orissa.

Tamil . 15,000,000 in Soothern Indla and

Caylon.

Malayalam = 4,000,000 on the Malobar Cosat and
in Travancore.

Eranaresa " 8,000,000 in Maimar snd Eaosrs

Teloga i 16,000,000 i the Northora Circars pmd
the Nizam’s torritory.

Gond = E,000,000 ia the Oentral Provioes.

. Over and ahove the languages already mentioned,
there are varions other dilects, such aa those of the
Todss, Eoles, Ehonds, Rajmahals, %0., but those are
dinlects spoken ouly by insignificant tribea. IF, however,
wa inclode those, and the Ianguages spoken by the
varions tribes on the frontiers of India, as the Wipalese
of Nipal, the Pushtu of Afghanistan, the Assamese
of Agsam, &e., we find that in all India there are certainly
not fewer than ome bundred languages and dialects of
languages spoken,

8. !mnhlt._—Thungh the Hindus are thma divided
into so mapy nations, speaking so many different lan-
guages, thers is but one sacred language, one sacred '
literatura common to all Hindus and grostly revered by
them. *That langusge is Sanskrit, and that literature
s Sanskrit literature.”

e
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CHAPTER I.
Earct Vepie Times.—1500 5. 1o 1200 Be.

The Vedas. HReligion.
Righia, : Ko caate du
The Mantras. Bocial condition.

It has been sgaid, that notwithstanding the many
political changes that have taken place in Indis, the
moral influence of the Indo-Aryen race has remained

ont. What then was the earliest religione system
of this people? What the nature of their E'uvﬁrnm-ﬂnt
and of their social life P

10. The Vedas.—The earlicat religions system of the
Hindea ia to be fonnd in the Vedas, books written in the
Sanskrit language. The word Veds means knowledge,
and is apphed to divine, unwritten knowledge. The Vedas
are said to have issned from God (Brashms) himeelf, and
to be eternal with God; o have been commenicated by
GDdbumimﬂhulymﬂnmﬂlﬂﬂ Righis: end by conatant
oral repetition, to bave been handed down by them to
& pect of teachers, who were culled Brahmans, and
who became the repositories of the divime word. The
are the compositions of different poets, who lived at
different times; but the exact date of the composition of
any of them cennot be determined. There are four
Yedas, called the Rig-Veds, the ¥ajur-Veda, the
Bama-Veda and the Atharva-Weda. These agnin may
be divided inko three parts; the or Mantras,
written probably at different dates between 1500 B.c.
and 1200 p.c. ; the Tpimishade written between BO) ®.0.
and 500 8.c.; and the Brahmanas written after the gixth
century EB.C.

il. The Mantras.—The Mantras wero written before
the Aryans bad entered on that series of conquests which
waa to lead to s complete revolution in the whole social
and religions systems of the people. They wure, therefore,
very interesting to ue, as they throw light on the nature
of the religion and of the social uomlmnn of the ancestors
of the Hindua,



