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PREFACE.

The object in presenting the fullowing pages, is to
offer to the profession and the general public, & brief
practical review of the subject which is discussed, and
upon which go litile has been written,

So far as possible, technical details and unnecessary
elaborations huve been aveided. The desire has been
ruther to give in a clear, concise, semi-popular form
the important facts connected with the topics congid-
ered. For many obvious reasons this has seemed de-
sirable, and with this feeling it is left with the indul-
gent reader. J. A C.

Sr. Louis, Mo., Jan., 1842,
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