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SPEECH &.

Partiamenrany Rerorm having, at
this time, become the obje@ of fome atten=
_tion, we are induced to re-publith the fuhe-
ftance of a. Speech, publithed here in the
year 1785, which was mads on that fubje&
in the Irith Parliament by Sir Hercules Lan~
grithe, Bart.

Mr..Froop movéd, * That the Houfe
#¢ refolve itfelf into a Committes to confider
B o of
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“ of an inftrution to the Committee ap-
i puinfcd to prepare a Bill for the more cquaf
“¢ reprefentation of the prople, to receive a
¢ claufe, That, the better to promote popu-
* lation in decayed and contrated boroughs,
* no borough in the province of Ulter, hav-
“ ing lefs than 140, and in the other pro-
¢ vinces 7o voters, thall return more than
s One Member to Parliament.” )
'-Sip Hzzovrss LaNoRisne (iid———Mr.
Speaker, The objet of this motion, takon
abitraétedly, is certalnly defirable, and car-
sies with it the ftrong recommendation of
bearing a referance to Lord Chatham’s potion-
of Parlidmentary Reform, which was, * the
pouring fome young blood into the confiis
tation.” 'Tis true, Sir, nothing that I know
of .cy promqie population fo offefinally as
this fame infufinn of young dood; howeyery
24 08 ey | ncither
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neither on that account, not on dny dithos
rity, however refpeiable, thall I b induced
to increafe the mafs or the motion of the
blood when the conftitution Is In full vigonr;
aad much lefs fhould I be inclined to do fo
when the pulfe beats high, &nd difcovers
‘fome fympronis of a fever. 1, therefdre, feel
no rclu@ance in voting againft the motion.—s
It ic a part of a {yftem which, I think, i

¢be whole inadmiffible, and I thall therefore

oppofe it in the fitft inftante, Though'thé
gueftion immediately before you does not, it
is true, go to the whole {ubject of a Parlia.
mentary Reform, yet the very able fpeech of
the henourabl¢ Member who introduced it,

fo ‘fully sxplained the whole plan, and fo

ftrongly enforced thé neceflity of the mea-
fure, that I cannot fuffer it to remain under
the uncontroverted recommendation of fo
able an advecate, but muft take the liberty
Bz to
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to follow him into the fubjett at large, and
ftate to the Houfe my fentiments on it.

.ﬁ.nii indeed, Sir, as the various aflkmblics
which have of late been fo generally con-
vened throughout this country, for the pur-
pofes of peace and the propagation of political
Rarning amongft the lower orders of the
people, have difplayed fo much of their wif=
dom and eloquence on this fubje@, I may
hope it will not be thought an indecorum, if
the Houfe of Commons aflume to fhare in
the common privilege; and that we may be
permitted, with the ufual authority of fuld

“and free debate, to examine the plan, the
 principle, and the progrefi of a meafure that
affe@s to be a reformation of Parfiament,

As foon as a reftitution of every right, and
@ conceflion of every favour that you could '

defire |
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defire ot demand, had fatisfied every rational
with in the nation, it was natural to expe&
that the patriot’s care thould be awakened to
look out for fomething that might provide.
for the agitation of the day, and prote& the
public mind from the lafitude of contentment;
for it was much to be feared, in thofe dege-
nerate days, when the people thould fee come
merce ready to reward their indufiry, and
the beft conftitution in the world ready to
enfure their acquifitions ; that they would be
but toe apt to furrender themfelves to the
cold diftates of common fenfe, and degrade
their high exertions by embracing the con-
dition of snglorious bappine/s. But the public
_virtue of this country has always been readjr.
to awaken their fenfibility to nobler purfuits,
znd cultivate the growth of unceafing demand ;
for the public virtue of this country has al-
ways (opplied us with fome fpirits {o exalted,

: that
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that they afpire at fomething more than K-
berty; and whole conceptions of profperity
defpife the narrow bounds of peace and af=

Juence. . :

To refcue the people from this ignoble me~
diocrity—to fecure them from this delufue
tranquillity—to keep alive their cgres and
Sears, and their fealoyfies, that they may
neither flumber nor fleep even in the arms
of freedom and peace—the fubject of Para
liamentary Reform naturally prefented itfelf,
as that of all others moft fikely to inflame—
becaufe it was that of all others moft unlikely
to be anderflood---It was a combination of ’
politics, and jurifprudence, and hiftory, and
crperim&n:, and fpeculation, {o complicated
as to fornith every thing to perplex, and no-
thing to inform the public mind. The objesd
ambiguous, ‘the means uuaﬁ:cmin:d; ity
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