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PREFACE

, Tux following essays are not scholarly studies,
but light sketches drawn in leisure hours by a
German who has pitched his tent among the
Americans and become interested in the differ-
ences between the Amerieans and the Germans.
But iy interest in that contrast s not merely a
theoretical one : T believe that these two nations
can and ought to learn from each other, and that
in this case cven the protectionists of national
civiization onght not to favor a prohibitive tariit
on foretgn ideals. Such mutual nstruction has
been hindeved by prejudices and misunderstand-
ings: the two nations do not know each other
sulliciently, although they are eonuneeted by in-
numerable ties from the past and will need each
other’s good will still more in the years fo eome.
To root out such prejudices and to facihtate mu-
tual benefit, it beeomes a duty to measure critieally
the culture of the one country by the ideals of
the other.
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In this small volume the topie is discussed only
from one side, for thiz book is wrnitten for Amer-
icans, and for Americans only. The problem is,
therefore, not what Germany ought to learn from
the United States, but rather, how far a fuller
understanding of German ideals can be serviee-
able to American eulture. Of comrse this point
of view has limited from the beginning the cirele
of problems to demand consideration ; thus it has
not been necessary to speak of commerce and in-
dustry and a hundred other topies with regard to
which Germans and Americans might be com-
pared. And the choice of subjects hus been fur-
ther influenced by factors in the life of the anthor.
Schoolboy, student, and later university professor
in Germany, and now for seven years a professor
in America, I have been of course more ¢losely in
vontact with eertain sides of emvihzation than with
others ; it is thus natural that the problems of
edueation and scholarship take somewhat the cen-
tral place in my discussions. Even the special
seat of observation must have had its influenece on
my impressious: I was hardly surprised to read
the other day that I see the American world
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through German eyes with Harvard astigma-
tism.

That I see 1t with German eyes is certainly
trne: it is the only reason which gives, perhaps,
to these small sketches a right to exist; if I saw
America with the eyes of an Ameriean I should
hardly hope to notice features which possibly my
neighbors overlook. It is the contrast which
brings ont the lines, and that fact alone excuses
my speaking to Americans on American subjects
after so short a period of acquaintanee; had I
waited longer I should have seen my surroundings
more nearly with American eyes and should have
perceived less the characteristic differences. I
think T ean gay at least that T have made the best
use of these years of Awmerican life to come in
eontact with its infinite variety. While the Har-
vard life in Boston offers in itself a good oppor-
tunity to meet men and to feel the pulse of
Ameriean exvihzation, I have traveled asain and
acain over the country and have tried to experi-
ence the national life in all its important or char-
acteristic phases.

These informal pages, of eourse, cannot show
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wholly what Ameriean life has meant to me, inas-
much as my topic forces me to the side of the op-
position. If it 1s my aim to point to those features
of American hfe on which a comment in the light
of European ideals seems allowable, the pieture
which T draw must appear one-sided, as the task
oives me no chance to linger on the superiorities
of American culture which do not need the re-
tonching by foreign ideals. Iam thus obliged to
put in all the shadows and to brush out the lights ;
therefore no one ought to imagine that it has
been my intention to draw a complete picture of
American life as 1t appears to me.

This preponderance of adverse eriticism brings
an unavoidable result: 1 must express opinions
which are antagonistic to widely favored opions
of the day, to pet theores, and to flounshing
customs, I have already experienced the eonse
quences, All the five essays have appeared pre-
viously, the first three in the * Atlantic Monthly,”
the last two in the * International Monthly,” —
I reprint them with the land permission of the
magazines, — and their 1solated appearance has

evory time given rise to a public discussion of



