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SKICTCH

LIFE OF THE AUTHOR.

i
-

Junx Damzav, the subjeet of the following hrief bfe-sketch,
first (frew the breath of life 1n ** Aokl Bl in 4l yenr 1803

Whether or nol e ¥ gening of misfortane ™ prerided, pa he
himestf says 16 dul, at his bicth, wedo nof predend tosay.  Sumely
not.  Misfortunes eome to s macl of sur ownmaking, aod pod From
the socident of our birth or anything connected therewith, And
though John has passed throogh not o few misfortunes, probaldy
wore catas and effect traced thoroughly, In thicss the gonius re-
Forred to, would he found to have had little share in them. His
parents were in humble civenmetances, yet poascased of those
gterling gunlitics which madce the Sooleh peasintry fakcsoclinhiph
position among the ubalbitunts of Britaiu, aud these of Ayrahive
go high among Scotchmen. His futher espseially, was a man of
suporior mental and moral powers, and exercised, by his industoy,
and sterling integrity, o groat influeoee over Joln's mind and
character, He was one of the sbrowdest of business men, had
griat forethonght i all trading matters, and could disoermn the
eigns of the fimes equally with awy one,  In the carly part of his
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mirried life lie commencod dairyman, snd sulmequently went into
the ryograss seed trade, in which he was very successtul, and in
which he conbinned tl his death, which toek place in 1535,

The recollection of both parents, as our Author himsclf saye,
18 yet a8 clear, fresh, snd potent as when he was s youth, At five
years of age he was sent to school, but the teacher was nanght,
anid little progreas was made during the two yeara he was under
the care of his first ** dominie.” e waathen removed to another
where he remaingd just long enoungh fo rewd the Bilile and
# Barrie,” write a httle, and eypher lesa.  That the poetic feeling
in ony author wiss carly bronght into play may be patherad [oom
the impreasions made on Iid ming by resuling and beanng roed,
sommeof the grand old prophets in the groed old Beok, and the
bawuliftl inagery and Iangmungme of thal cxoguisite pastoral worl, the
Book of Job, 'The fact ales of living mear Kilmarnock Homse,
then diffevently situated from what it in now, helped to cogender
this peetie feeling. The influenca of his moiher with her store
of ancient © Ballada ™ contributed its mite to the enme enid.

Poasilly thal which exercied the prostest power over his
youthinl fbelleet was the repulir sojourn he made at all holiday
seaaons, and during school vaculions, at tha farm of Guililand,
nipr Dundonald, cecupled by hiz matemnal pramifether. The
natursl Leauty of tha locality, heiphtened Dy the presence of that

“ Ancient pile ! fast hastening to decay,”

onee the residence, aml a favourite one, of Hoyalty itsell, madea
deep and lasting impression on his youthful aud plastic mind,
It never wns, and never will be effaced.  There i3 o charm nliont
the old castle on the hill, the lovely wood in the back ground,
and the preat ocenn in the near distanee, that malkes fteelf falt
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on any mind, sod woold more so on one i which the elemonts
of peezy were lying dormant,  Then, not far off was the ancient
Roman Camp, from which a magnifieent view of thie entire valley
of the Irvine could, any clear day, be lhad, sod which of itself
was cnough to kindle into lifé and activity the pascent germa of
the goniua of poctry. Thers i8 little wonder that these acenes

and their remembrance were to him ;—

** A sopthing vesper song of ponee snd rest,
En aweet, Ao holy, that it seened to bear
A pntive burden to my grandeire's prayer.”
Besides, hin residenca theve had other wses than merely to Tay up
a atora of health for fnture nae, and afford advey sovt of delight
o the yonng migd, Hizreoodfather hd s vast stoek of uneedoto
of * fhwe dnys of vld "—Javs when law was less powerful than now,
aml when, aleng nearly the whola of {he Ayrshive coast,
“mmeling ' waa followed s womatter of coume,  These storices
were the Iroit of persomal expericnec in tho trade, ss well as of
the recollectiom of talea fold him by hi= ancestors, Dy tha
“ingle nenk " on winter nighta his grandfather nseid to repeat
these old stories, and one ear at Jepst deank them in greedily—
thal of yvoung Johu, These were vaied by tales of © Wallaee
Wight,” **the Covenanters,” **the yoear "45," or as it was tormed,
thu Miclendman's year, of ** Burns, the Bard Tlonghman, ™ and of
** fairiza and warlocks, ™ alf told fn ** guid braid nliand, " and fized
themaslves indelibly on his memory, - Henee they became not only
mrenial food on which to feed for the tine being, but s store-liouse
whenee to draw theoghte and incidents to weave into meledicns
verse. These were to Hameay the happy days of life ; pure and
delicions as the days of youth brought up under such influences
aml charms most be.  Their fragronee, he himseli has often eaid



o LIFE OF THE AUTHOH.

to nes, comes yot foating down the stream of past time, flling kia
suitl with peaceful guiclness, and quict pesce.  We beliove that
many of his finest pieces pnd most cxpressive linee drow their
inspiration from these carly scence and days. To us they bear
internal evidenee of having done sa.

Dut these palmy days could not ** last for ave.” At the age of
ten he loft achool, having hut scant atore of haok lore, and became
ilrww-how to hia father, who was then & earpet weaver. Inthose
faye Thomas Moerton Bad not invented the * harre] machine,™ and
the nequard wes oot Hhowrht to be spplicable to carpet wenving,
Ho the pattern was thrown up by pulling whorloe which lifted cor-
tain threards, This was John's work for five years, when ko was
apprenticed to the same trade as his father. THe thus, like many
imlhers, was early laumched into the great ** hattla of Life,” a battle
bie hag imeompromisingly fonght, with wmore or less snecess, ever
gince,  In those diys he had Titkle boowledze of and aequaintoncee
with Boeks, as his father’s Library was of the smallest, aml of &
poealinedy religious kind, asin fact were the libeares of all anch
of his class.  After be bepan his trade he formead friemndships with
peveral yomng men of his vwn age, and with kRindred likings.
They wmd he bepan a courss of elf edneation, lesrned grammar,
& gmattering of Latin, and how to expresa thetr thongliz in
writing. This waa of the greatest nae to Bnnsay, and seme of
the friendships then wade continue to the present day 3 others
hawve heen broken off by time, distanco, amd death,

When plying the shuttle as other poets before him had done,
_ Bamagy’s poetic powera bagan to develop themselves, His firat
published attemapt st versifiestion was in an Ayr periodical
edited by Mr. Archibald Crawlond, anthor of ° Tales of my
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Gragdmether,”  This partook of the Epigrammatic character,
aml was on o sailor ot o funeral.  His wext was of o more pre-
tentisua nature, and miuy yet be read in hig works, 1t bears the
title, **The Lemdonn Campaign.” This last picce catablisinad
his fama locally, and several hundrod copiea of it wore sold in
*“Aull Killie.” Then followed a political effusion, causod Ty
witmessing the drinking of the King's heafth on the baloony at
tho front of the Counel-House, (and which hea long aso boen
rempaved.) Next followed ' Lines to Elza,” which sppeared in
the Edinfurgh Literory Goezetée, aidited by Henry (lassford Dell,
By, wha highly recommended the pless, and pronounced the
writer of it o poct,  Aboeul the same tine he wiote an imprompla
couplet of verscs on a Sobscriplion Bell of his [cllow-workmen.
I congequence of the pawky homonr mnning through the lines,
they may be piven hers entive. —1Thia little piece also appeared i
the Liferary Gozelte, and was praised by the aditor. For au
introdngtinn to this Joural, we beliove that $he Author was
indebtid o My, Hobert Chambers.  The following are the verses
referred bo:—
* 0ld I"lale onee mel Father Jove,
Al asked the gelf-gxiatent,

Wliat was on earth, in hesven above,
OF all mosb-inconaistant.”

*alove heard the question, gave @ nod,

To Heaven's high towers advancing,

Pnveiled this world—* Now," save the god,

F1Vyve sea von weavera daneing.” "
So, grocdundly and more wilely known did Rumsay becomo as a
writer of clever, satirical, and lmmonrons poetical Skotches,
Dok he did not appear before the world a8 2 full-Aedged author
aml poct till years afterwarnds,



