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LECTURE 1.
LITERATURE A5 & FACTOR IN LIFE,

Trere are two extremes from which Literature is re-
garded in these days.  From one point of view it is looked
on as the only thing in life worth Iiving for; from the
other, as a mere ornament, a distraction,—an amusement
for an 1dle hour.

The disciples of what 15 called Culture,—a term which
like the adjective wrtfesic has suffered grievously by mis-
use,—place Literature above Dogma. That is, they hald
that a human being may be able to get enough vital con-
solation put of hooks to do entirely without the teachings
of the Chrstian religion. Blasphemously they group the
sacred Scriptures, the Koran, the Buddhistic writings to-
gether as great works of hterature. Thomas & Kempis
and the author of “Paul and Virginia," 5t. Paul and
George Elot we find jumbled together by the cultured,—
with a capital C—who recommend books to the “ masses.”

Matthew Arnold's name is known to all of you. He
died recently, He did mere to inculeate in the minds of
English-speaking people a love for Literature for the sake
of itself than any other man living or dead, He was a poet,

but not a great one. He cultivated the art of using words
1



4 LIPENATURE A48 A FACTOR TN LIFE,

te the utmost extent possible in 2 man of his temperament,
He wrote at times exquisitely. He was an intellectual
aristocrat, and we cannot but admire the position he took
above all low, vulgar and comman things.  But, neverthe-
less, his life-long cultivation of the art of literature led to
nothing, because it did not lead to God.  Literature is a
factor in life, and an important one in all well-regulated
lives, but 1t 1s not the end of life. God is the heginning
and the end.

The effect of Matthew Arnold's teachings may he traced
in a recent popular novel, ** Robert Elsmere.” The author
of it 1s Mrs. Humphiey Ward. It has succeeded Rider
Haggard's “*She” and Eobert Stevenson's “ Dir. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde " in the estimation of the thoughtless reader.
Why ? Because Mr. Gladstone reviewed 1t in Te Aime-
feenth Century. There 15 no getting over the faet that
English opinion still sways our judgmeat in literary mat-
ters, although the West 15 more independent and Ameri-
can in this respect than the East.

This winter * Robert Elsmere " has become the talk of
all the drawing-rooms. ILadies who read it because it is
the fashion speak learnedly about the impregnable posi-
tion that Theistic teaching holds in the world of science.
I heard one the other day, and I asked, as politely as possi-
ble, what she meant. She did not answer; but I knew
she had been reading * Robert Elsmere."” Next summer
when you are in the country, at the watering places, or at
home, you will find the ladies, old and young, discussing
“ Robert Elsmere,” and probably some of vou will read it



