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PARENTS, GUARDIANS, & TEACHERS.

IT is hoped the work pow offered to the attention of
parents, guardians, and teachers wilt be found to con-
tain & fund of useful wned practical koowledge—ua store-
house of facts and information in the various branches of
science and y—adapted not only to imstroet
bat to interest and the youthfal mind to think and
imquire, to compare sod investigate; m a8 word, to
qunhfjﬂlelmerforthemtmplatmanddlmvmj
of truth, end to embue hia mind with the poirts of real
and useful knowledze—the lewling principles and great
axiomatic truths of science aod philesophy. The plan
is ealeulated to colleet end coneentrate into a
focus that knowledge and information which, in the usual
method of tresting scientific subjects, is epread and
scattered over a wide and sn expunsive surface; or, to
adopt an emphatic and & familiar expression, it con-
denses into a nut-shell that which is diffused through &
mass of countless and cumbersoma vo'iumea, affording
the maximom of informeation in the minimem of space,
and, while plain to the mind, will be found brief for tha

Amm'lg its other advantages over the old methed of
verbiage and profuse dissertation—of book-plodding and
book-poring—it will not cnly emoocth and enliven,
ghorten and facilitate the a to the temple of
science and the fountsin of . but it is pero-



contest and rivalry of literary and scientific ekill and
improvement between parent and child when families are

Th!ﬁ—tdrymﬂmnnmtﬂrumgumiy The plen,
mhMleﬂmmm tha“(hu—

similar books have been published, in which his matter
has been so artistically diluted, snd arrenged in & foem
and finery 80 fantastic, thet it is with saoms difficulty the
deseent of the bantlings can be traved te their progenitor.

A few more introductory words seem necessary.

It hag long beem the complaint of all fhinking and
observant persons that our present mode of sehool edoca-
tion is erronecus end defective, on account of the absenes
of sciantiffc instrucion m echools or seminaries, and the
attention of learners being eonfined to, end the time alletted
for their school edueation being consamed in, the :
mend of mere words,® or, in the language of the poet, of

“ A littls Latin and s smatch of Greek,

with, as ooe of the most sagacious and enlightened

* No axiomatic truth has been more recognized snd more
acknowipdged by the intelligent and thinking class of the com-



¥

writers on educational sabjects sys, * s few odds and
mﬂnnfbuldl?mdm;&nma, and the roles and tables of
ion oo arithmetie,. Nor is

eoma elementary compilation
Jemale education less defective, less irrational, less ineffi-
eiend, A emattering of French and Itali y
ginging, piano playing—a something about the globes
and geography—and & perroting, and that, too, of the
most irifling natorve, of the ologies and the onomise, the
irme and the arme, dhe isfice and dhe asfics, are considersd
the very perfection and consummation of female intellee-

munity then that the mode of edugtion in rorrent nse Is not only
defoctive and mefficient, bt n many of its affects and consequennss
highly musehievous and inimical to the best intarests of aociety |
and the cansen are obvieus, lﬂ,mm,m!ﬁe
abeolutz inadequacy of e peneralily of these whe arume
affice of ineructors ; uﬂmmmgmi
fg splect S and proper roucohional werke—works calculated to
awaken and elieit the powers of the youthiul mind sod enable it to
investigate, to com and to reaspm, The case ia very different
with the most ndmhmnfﬂumpa,pmhcuinrl France,
FPruossia, and Eﬂ'lmmy, and ibe conreqguencr in, that the geuu‘m“'l
dﬂ\alﬂﬁrudﬂmmmrﬂ.ﬂmmimlﬂgeﬂ,andapui
their lanpuages muach more correctly, than & the case with the
geverality of the patives of England, Sentlesdl, and Ireland, In
those comntries teashers ane in genersl i ipent and well edvecated,
and the cducational works, instead of being filled with mesgre und
trite information und cooched in vicioue and slovenly languoge, are
well writken and stored with wseful knowledge, On the contrary,
in our motable schemes of education, the propriety and obligation
of impurting to the youthful mind habits of inquiry and investigu-
mﬂtbmhtwn;ﬂmmmmnmhmm into
of their broachers; and the error——an error funda-
mm'l‘.ull]rlnd mpha‘llm]lj:almh“dhmﬂltathauﬂnﬂﬁﬂ
the contempiation snd dizcovery of truth—is faithfully und tema-
m:wmﬂemmmmupmﬂﬁmm
Ho mtional and cen therefors be surprised ot the
resul, Mhﬂugmtefpunnf julation the powers of the
mind are allowed to become wiste unproductive.
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of lenrned Titter and lombey ¢ have token Virtue's place”
and ** Science's usefulness,”—are called, and lfrm
believed to be, EDUCATION,—are mistakingly and mis-
chicvounsly considevad fo be fhe proper training and the
legitimate inslitute of immortal minde—of minds thai are
o work ont their purification for the enjoyment of a higher
and & more perfect state of existence by the due snd
rational exercise of the heavenly endowment of intelleet.
In both easen, as well for males as females, the eon-
coctors of the schemes seem to have strangely lost might
of the wise and weizhty maxim propounded by the highest
suthority, ** It is better to spesk five words with undes-
stending than ten thousand in sn unknown tongoe.”
Never on any oceasion or for nny purpose was a master
mimd, who will froe the snderstandine of mankind
from the tamunels of error and superstition: pre-
judicep—more required, than the rectification and
rafifmalizing our educational :ﬂtﬁs and practices.  To
further the aceomplizEbment of this grest and hallowed
purpose should be the earnest and wowesried endeavour
of every person, both male and female, to whom God
and Nature have given a sound understapding and a
humane heart. ** When the elements and principles of
scientifle Anowisdye,” adds the same ph'!nm.hw[nenm
tor to whom I have just alluded, ** constitute part of
educstional topics, we shall not have our children, after
drawling away their allottcd penance of school educafion,
returned on ouy hands with starved ond impaived intel-
leets, posscesing litlle or nothing of that knowledge which
is useful uod necessary in the affairs of life, and of that
information which is essentia]l for stamping on them the
impress and charscter of intellizent beings and useful
members of society; in a word, for ensbling them when
they sppear on the grand theatre of life to discharge well
and wisely their respective vocations of usefulness and
duty.” To further this great and desirable purpose, the
author of ** Science Simplified,” &c. hopes that he has
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presented to teschers of youth of buth seves a menual
containing & fund of invaluable koowledge, unegualled
for variety and extent, smd condensed into the smallest
possible compeasa that cun be devised, and thet, too, at
& moderate cost; that he has verified the truth aod hp-
plieation of the semtentious and emphatic

multum in parvo—a store-house in & not-shell ; and that
biz little volume will be found to contain the most
interesting and ipstruetive portions of Tumerons and
expepsive tomes; but in meking this declaration, he
deems it a duty doe to himeclf to say, though the
preblems, propositions, or questions have been moggested
by the valuahle statements and observations to be found
in those works, the solutions or suswers are penerally
ettributable to himself: in many eases the problems have
becn suggested from his own observations of the sppear-
ances, phenomena, and oceurrenres of nature, and the
results and operations of art.

An adﬂiﬁunal word addressed to the most mtersting
and 'mﬁnmtillpnrﬁlmoftbﬂm:iﬂ]fnhﬁn—ﬂﬂl!m
both thise who are in the exercise of ﬂ:egrutlmihmgh
prerogative, as well a3 those who are desirous of the
same distinetion end destiny.

As Mothers are the most infloential of tenchers, amd
as it is tho office of Woslan by Nature to impart the
elements of thought, to prompt tho esrlicst speech, and
to awaken the latent powers of the infuntine mind, it is of
the highest importanec that, when the tablet of the heart
is fairest and the mind most eazily sheped and influenced,
the teacher should be duly qualibed for the task—a tashk
of the greatest and most vital nature io this oor sublo-
nary state of existence. To enable mothers to perform
that duty with facility and effect, some knowledge of
the causes of the appearances and operations of Nature—
of the products, mysteries, and resclts of art—the lead-
i'ug and import:n,nt events of iuiamrjr—mm.e Blenh.:i‘l'lu‘l"‘_!"
notions of the principles of mechanical scienee and of



