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THE NEW LIFE.

FROEM.

In that part of the book of my memeory before
which littls ean be read is found & robrie which
eays: Tncipil Fita Nove [The New Life beging].
Under which rubrie I find the words written which
it is my intention to copy into this little book, —
and if not all of them, ak least their meaning.

IL

Nine {imes now, since my birth, the heaven of
light had turned almost to the same pointin its own
gyration, when the glorious Lady of my mind, who
was called Beatrice by many who lmew not what
to call her, first appeared before my eyes, She had
slready bean in this life so long that in its course
the starry heaven had moved toward the region of
the East one of the twelve paris of a degree; so
that at about the beginning of her ninth year she
appeared to me, and I near the end of my ninth
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year saw her. She appearéd to me clothed in &
most noble color, a modest and becoming crimson,
and she was girt and adorned in such wise as be-
fitted her very youthful age. At that instant, T
say truly that the spirit of life,which dwells in the
most secret chamber of the heart,began to tremble
with such violence that it appeared fearfully in
the least pulses, and, trembling, said these words:
Eece deus fortior me, gui veniens dominabitur
mihi [Behold a god stronger than I, who coming
ghall rule over me].

At that instant the spirit of the soul, which
dwells in the high chamber to which all the spirits
of the senses earry their perceptions, began to mar-
vel greatly, and, speaking especially to the spirit
of the sight, said these words: Appernit jom bea
titudo vestra [Now has appeared your blisa].

At that instant the natural spirit, which dwells
in that part where our nourishment is supplied,
began to weep, and, weeping, said these words:
Heu mizser! guia frequenter impeditus ero dein-
ceps [Woe is me, wretched ! beeanse often from
this time forth shall T Le hindered].

I say that from that time forward Love lorded
it over my soul, which had been so speedily wed-
ded to him: and he began to sxercise over me such
control and such lordship, through the power which
my imagination gave to him, that it behoved me
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to do completely all his pleasure. He commanded
me ofttimes that I shonld seck to see this youthful
angel; so that I in my boyhood often went seek-
ing her, and saw her of such noble and praise-
wortlly deportment, that truly of her might be said
that word of the poet Homer, * She seems not
the daughter of mortal man, but of God.” And
though ber image, which stayed constantly with'
me, gave assurance to Love to hold lordship over
me, yet it was of such nobls virtue that it never
guffered Love to rule me without the faithful
eounsel of themmoninthosemathersinwhishit!
were useful to hear such counsel. And since to
dwell upon the passions and setionz of such early
youth seems like telling an idle tale, T will leave
them, and, passing over many things which might
be drawn from the original where these lie hid-
den, I will come to those words which are written

in my memory under larger paragraphs,

T,

‘When s0 many days had passed that nine years
were exactly complete since the above-deseribed
apparition of this most gentle lady, on the last
of these days it happened that this admirable lady
appeared to me, clothed in purest white, between
two gentle ladies who were of greater age; and,



