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A BTUDY OF THE ROMANCE OF THE BEVEN
BAGES WITH RPECIAL REFERENCE TO
THE MIDDLE ENGLISH VERSIONS,

A Worp oF INTRODUCTION.

The main object of this study has been to investigate
thoroughly the relations of the Middle English versions of
the Seven Sages of Rome.

As preliminary to this investigation, a review of the history
of the romance in the several stages through which it has
passed before reaching English has been made, This survey,
a recapitulation of the results which moder scholarship has
attained in the study of the romance, has been made im-
partially, and with a view to set forth the most approved
views that have been held rather than to advapee any new
theories of my own. Where these views are conflicting, as is
particularly the case with respect to the eastern versions, I
have endeavored to sift truth from error, though here
naturally some diffieulty has been enconntered. It is only
on the question of transmission of the romance that & view
differing from that of the best authorities has been taken.

The chapter on the French and the Italian versions has been
based in large part on the work of Gaston Paris, whose Dews
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