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THE CANADIAN CRISIS.

CHAPTER L.

Extreme importance of Lord Durham’s mission
—Real stafe of Canrada little known—Mr.
E. Ellice's speech— Author's means of in-
Sormation on Canadian question— American
seltlers in Canadg — Catholic clergy— Causes
of discontent. '

Lorp Durpam is about to depart for Canada.
Oo him will soon depend the very existence, as
colonies, of the Bntish possessions in North
Aumerica. [If the measures porsued by him are
Judicious, our colonies are not only preserved,
bat will, in all buman probability, make a pro-
gress, and attain a degree of prosperity, little an-
ticipated by people “ at home.” Should he
take a wrong direction in conducting the affairs
of the Canadas, the consequences are sufficiently
obyvious, and way be disastrous in the extreme,

The late events in Canada have occupied so
much of public attention, that 1t might be sup-
posed by this time that the subject is pretty well
understood in England, particularly as there is a
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great pational interest at stake. Yet the reverse
is the case. The debates and speeches, both in
Parliament and elsewhere, and the articles in
print, with few exceptions, ouly serve to show a
profound ignorance of the real nature and origin
of the disturbances in Canada, of the position of
those colomies and of the inhabitants, and an
almost incredible misapprehension of the ques-
tion in all its bearings.

Much, consequently, of the nonsense uttered
and published on the Canadian question, is
doubtless the bond fide result of sheer ignorance ;
but much misrepresentation was, and is, put
forward to suit party views—to ground attacks
upon the ministers, or are the ex parfe state-
ments of certain persons in Canada, repeated in
Parliament and elsewhere. The mass of the
community in England have in gemeral little
clearer idea of the Canadas, than the lady who
is accused of explaining to her daughter that
« Canada is a place over in America, where
people go about in boats, and sing * Row,
brothers, row, and all that!® Even Messrs,
Leader, Hume, &ec., do not sometimes evince
much more accurate knowledge of the inha-
bitants of those colonies, and of their neighbours
in the United States,

Unfortunately, with one or two exceptions
none of those commected with the Colonial Office
and the administration have had opportunities
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practically of knowing more of Awmerica than the
above-named gentlemen; sothat the debates on the
Canadian guestion in our Parliament afford little
better information onthe subject than the articles in
the French papers. The former are more plausible,
and avoid the extreme absurdities put forward
as nsual by Gallic editors whenever they touch
upon transmarine subjects, especially regarding
English colonies; bat they are for this reason
less entertaining, without comiog much nearer
the truth.

Perbaps the only speech which may be read,
and I trust has been heard, to some useful puc-
pose, is that of Mr. E. Ellice. This embodiesat no
great length pearly all the leading points to
which the attention of the mulher country ought
to he called.

Mr. Gladstone spoke sensibly on the subject,
and although unacquainted practically with the
colonies, advised with judgment, and a consi-
derable knowledge of the general question.

But Mr, Ellice’s is the only speech that really
affords sound information on the whole Canadian
question, Why is this? Many of the other
speakers on the debate pre men of more than
ordinary taleats and acquirements. Mr. Ellice
made no effort ; he came even unprepared
previously to speak on the question; he makes
no aitempt at eloquence or persuasive argu-
ment, but rem feligit,—Whence the great su-
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periority of his speech over the “ brave words”
spoken with such copious redundancy by Sir
William Molesworth, Mr. Leader, &c.? Mr,
Ellice is practically acquainted with the Canadas
and the people of North America. Mr. Ellice
has a great stake in the colonies, and was in
America very lately: seeing for himself, and.
observing with sagacity, and with the attention
which a real interest in a country always ex-
cites, into the actnal state of things 10 our co-
lonies and the neighbouring states, he gives
simply and effectively the result of his observa-
tions.

It may be thought that this is speaking some-
what ex cathedrd on the subject of Canada; but
the writer of this has bad no ordinary opportu-
nities (for an Enghshman) of seeing and judging
for himself on the Canadian question. He
passed some years in America, and ten years
ago made a tour in Canada, and passed some
months on the * lines” (frontiers) of Canada and
the United States. He was much in the state of
Vermont, which has been lately, from its posi-
tion and other circumstauces, the head-quarters
of the insurgents of Lower Canada and their
abettors, particularly subsequent to their defeat.
From Burlington, Montpelier, and other places
in that state, were dated most of the inflammatory
articles on the subject of the Canadian insurrec-
tion, and the very imaginative accounts of mili-
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tary movements én esse and in posse that were
manufuctured to suit the tastes and purposes of
the fugitive * Generals,” *‘* Colonels,” &ec.,
whether American or Capadian, and which were
repeated, magnified by portentous anticipations
of future defeat and disaster, by the Canadian
party here.

Kuoowing personally, and being incidentally in
a position to become acquainted with the leading
persons on both sides of the fronliers, seeing and
conversing freely with persons of all shades of
political opinion, whether in Canada or in the
United States, and withont himself belonging to
either country, yet connected with both, opinions
and arguments were often freely urged in his
prescoce with less reserve, both on the part of
_ Awericans and Canadians, than is usual when
conversing with an Englishman. On revisiting
the Canadas a year ago, and again passing
through the places lately the scene of iusurrec-
tion, and which were even then much agitated
by political and party feelings uod discussions,
the writer availed himself of the opportunities
afforded him of examining the real state of the
Canadians both in Lower and Upper Canada,
as well as that of their neighbours on the United
States frontier. These are my credentialy for
venturing to impugn the authority of opinions
and statements made by some of the * Canadian
party” from ex parfe statcments, and under feel.
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ings of political excitement,—and for stating my
own impressions, the result of actual observation
of the conutry, and prompted by an anxious in-
terest in the welfare of our colonies as com-
bined with that of Great Britain herself.

1t is a pity that vone of the leaders of the Ca-
nadian party bad similar opportunities of obtaining
practical knowledge of the subject that 1 have
had. They would, if they did not in consequence
form similar opinions to mine, which they might
have supported much more ably, at least have
abstained from uttering many things calculated
to excite and mslead persons om both sides of
the Atlantic.

The positive accusations of oppression and
misgovernment that have heen made in decla-
matory speeches, and the prognostications of an |
immediate attempt on the part of the gpvernment
of the Umted States ta profit by the disturbances
in our colonies, are aboot equally well grounded.

While in the neighbourhood of Niagara, I had
an opportunity of conversing with several Ame-
ricans (by ““ Americans” is here meant persons
from the United States, in contradistinction to
Canadians) who had settled in Upper Canada;
among others, with one who had congiderable
property in the province, He told me he had pur-
chased land to the amount of 20,000 dollars
within the Canadian territory, On inquiring
what could induce him to prefer removing into




