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REVELATION

FROM DAWN TO DAWN

THE time, the nineteenth year of the reign of Tiberius
Casar, Master of the World., The place, Jeruzalem,
a city in the Roman province of Palestine adminis-
tered by Pontius Pilate. In the houses the women
scold, talk, and give place to the ensteeled soldiers
of Rome. Beggars pester for alms, blind men
whine, lepers rot by the roadside, children play
noisily together, men who pray look superciliously
upon those who do net, hariots wait in their houses,
girls envy each other and watch young men, shep-
herds, labourers, smuths, fishermen, weavers, tax-
collectors, potters, and money-changers ply their
trades; and the son of a Galilvan carpenter, who 1s
reputed to cure sickness and teach heresy, goes
from village to village, fed by charity, and followed
hy a few fishers.

I

Tae hinged palm-wood shutter of the square window
hung open, and the neutral first-light, mingling with
the dusk of the chamber, leavened it increasingly.
A round, flattish basket of woven grasses sat on
the matted floor, The lid of the basket had been
set on it unevenly, and at the chink between lid and
rim something moved, It was the diameond-shape
head of a serpent.
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10 REVELATION

There was the {aintest wcraping rustle. The serpent,
narrow as whipcord and green as young grass after
tain, slid from the basket. It moved curvingly across
the matting, passed athwart o rounded outiung arm,
and came o rest upon the wann bosom of a girl,

The girl sighed. A slight stretching shudder fled
along her limbs,  She crovked the vutllung srm be-
hind her head. She yvawued, The forked tongue of
the small grass-preen serpont fickered like a point ol
rfame.

The girl's eves opened.

“Oh, Acen, she saod in aosleepy vorce, “do you luve
me s’

She sat up, plecing her right hand over the snake
as she did so.  Then stretched out her arm, about
which it had twited birpceles-tashion.

The girl was of nuogled Greek and Syran blood,
aned had seen the passagze of quite hiwen vears.  There-
fore she was a woman.,  Ller Lody was of the tint of a
magnolia flower—a warm creani-white, svelt as a lew-
pard’s, with smooth ] subtle corves mclumg each
inw cach hike the mingling of fdewing honey,  Her
low, oval breasis, thooeh fall, were sull brm. Her
red-golden hair resembled the tail of a white desert
stallion when it hos hween dyved with henna for a day
of festival, and was of an cqually bandsome length.
Night was in her eyes—warm night, in which swam
the melting Syrian rwoen, the Lady ot Love,

“Iiss me ! she said in a laughing hati-whisper, and
the tny, cold mmezzle of the suake, where s guick
tonsgrue Hickered, touched ber mouth.

She stood up, yawnig, stretching with wide-fiung
arms, her young, unused body taut as the cord of a



