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FREFACE.

“WHEN reconds are wumting, and trodition s
grown a2 blind matter concerning the orvigin of a
people, all that can he done in it is to compare that
ttaditinn, together with their costoms and  stitu-
tions, with the histones, institutions, and customs of
other nations, and f[x 1, 1 nothing shall hinder,
where the parity most appears.”

Thus writes 'eler Eolben, o German trveller, at
the commencement of the 18th century, in his book
un “The Uresent State of the Cape of Good Haope,”
wherein he mives o particular account of the 1lotten-
tots, .

I am not concerned with the orizin of the Afnicans,
bt in setting forth their religion 10 order 1o indicate
the source from whenes it has been derived, and Lo
show (hat it is in harmony with the beliefs of the rest
of mankind, I thought to pursue the course indicated
by Kolben ; but I soon discovercd that, though in-
teresting in itsell, such a method of proceeding was
far from zatisfactory. .

There are, it is well known, traditional beliefs
amongst nations widely sundered, and between whom
there 15 no historical connection, coucerning God,
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the Creation of the World, the Creation of Man, the
Immortality of the Soul, the Temptation and Fall, the
Deluge, &c., which, though so diverzent in detail, so
distorted by wild imagination, are yet so alike in their
general features as to afford good reason for con-
cluding that they have a community of origin.  That
the Africans have a fundamental affimity with zll
other races of men upon an authority far higher than
that which the undoubted possession of common
traditions would give them, 1 do not doulbit ; and that
they have behefs which are the relics of the primitive
fuith professed by the undivided human race, T [ully
helieve, yet 1t appeared to me so difficult to prove
this conclusively, in the way Kolben sugpeests, that I
resolved to content myself with simply recording such
information on the religious beliefs of the Africans as
I had at my disposal.

Take as an illostetiion of 1this difticuley the hehief
i Grod,  DMaitland says,! “1 believe that the theology
of the world clearly and wnequivpeally embraced the
doctrine of a Supreme Deity, that the “Catholic tra-
dition " of mankind cried always, ‘I believe in God
the Father Almighty ;' and that *the great, pregnant,
imperative idea of a Supreme power, man's Creatar,
ruler, and judge; call it Satumn, or Jupiter, or 'ate, or
what you will, reigned paramount in the minds of
men, and 1n the Catholic tradition which they passed
on from generation o generation, even after they had
been given up to idolatry and the worship of false
'_{Cld.ﬁ.l xr

I believe that, also, and hold that the nations of

V4 Essay on False Worship,™ po 5o,
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the world knew God, not because ecertain natural
phenomena may have suggested the idea of God to
their minds, but because God in the beginning made
a direct revelation of Himsell to man. And yet
when you examine the idea which the Africans have
of God, you cannot help seeing that the arpument
which Mr, Taylor! uses against the genersl pre-
valence of the belief in a future state of life for man
bring conclusive in favour of its being inheriled from
a eommon source, mizght be applied with equal force
against this idea of God being a swvival, and in
favour of the opinion that it may have sprung up
independently amongst them in virtue of the fatliral
laws of mental growth.

‘Fhe difficulty in arriving at the relisious heli¢ls of
the Africans is great. (1) They have no “ Record,
not writing, nor notion of cither,” Their traditions
live from month to mouth. Sueh have cvidently
undergone much change as they have descended from
generation (o generation, and they vary considerabiy
m important particulars amongst the dificrent tribes.
(2) The Africans are very reticent upon their reli-
ztous belicls and customs,  Until their confidence is
gaimed,—and it is rarely that vavellers stay sulli-
ciently long with any tribe to gain its confidence,
they will keep what they know and do as secret as
they can. When questioned on their relimion they
will give evasive answers, and rather than divulge
their beliefs to strangers they will preferto be con-
sidered fools, or as utterly ignorant of any sort of

' " Reseerches into the Early History of Mankind,” 1. 3.
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religious beliel and practice.  Consequently our in-
formation on such subjects is derived almost entively
from such tribes as have been brought nnder the
influence of missionaries, or who have lived for some
length of time in the neighbourhood of Furopean
colonists. It would be more satisfactory i our in-
formation was derived from wider sources, yet T think
that in all essential features it will be found that the
information which we possess affords a fair example
of whit the Africans generally believe.

It may not be out of place to allude here to two
facts which scrve to show that the Africans must have
separated from the main body of the human race at 4
very carly period in the history of mankind, inasmuch
as this facl may account for the crude character of ticir
religions ideas, viz., their ignorance of writing, already
mentionad, and their ignornce of any sort of archi-
Lecture in brick and stone.

It15, T know, assumed by some that the antediluvians
pussessed a considerable kuowledge of both these arnts,
and that Noah was perfectly acquainted with (hem,
and that, consequently, there has never heen 2 prerod
since the Deluge when mankind was ignorant of then,
I doubt, however, the correctness of this assumpition.
It is true that Josephus makes mention of  the Tetters
of Seth ;" that Pliny says, * As for letters; they have
been from the begmping ;" and that other learned
men in ancient and modern times have thought that
letters, and e¢ven sciences, were tancht before the
Deluge.  Yet in face of the fact that the earliess
specimens of writing have been shown to belong
to a period long after that which can be assigned
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to the Deluge, and that it has never been proved
that any people once possessed of the art of writing
has ever absolutely lost it, I think we may fairly
conclude that when the Africans broke awav from
the parent stem of mankind, writing was an un-
known art. To my mind, 1t 15 far more reason-
able to come to such a conclusion, than to imagine
that they knew of its existence, wers, In common
with the rest of thar fullow creatures, proficient in
it, and yet there should be not a wvestize of such
knowledge to be found amongst them,

That the knowledge of the art of architecture
before the period assigned (o the fact which s
known as the Dhspersion rests on evidence upon
which there can Le no donbt; but that ths know-
ledge existed before the Dieluge, seems to me Lo
bie by no means certatn,  The passage in Haly Scoip-
ture which is principally relied upon to prove that
il exist, m— And Cam knew lus wife, and
she conceived and Dbare Enoch: and he huilded
a city, and called the name of the city afler the
name of hiz son Enoch.” DBut to apply to that word
ey the modern wdea associated with i, and then
to infer that Cain was conversant with the art and
science of architecture, as we wnderstand the term,
15 a method of argument opposed to all the knowledge
which we¢ possess upon the primitive habiations of
mankind. At what perniod after the Deluge archi-
tecture, properly so called, was employed, 1 do not
know, but between that great event and the creation
of the earliest specimens of architecture with which
fwe are acquainted, there was, 1 believe, a much longer



