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YOUNG COUNTESS;

Tale for Pouth.

BY THE AUTHORESS OF THE ' BLIND cHILD.

A pein without any religion at ali, may do good oeeasionally,
may act buidably ty chanes (—his virtues may beenk oot coeasion-
ally in temporary gleams ; but whouver wishes to be habitualily and
uniformly goed, must bave the vital prioeipte of Piety workiong at
big beart 3 and by a censiant regular warmih, preduciog consiant
and reguinr froits of rightecness,™
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PREFACE.

Waoeves in perusing the following pages,
expects to find more than the title page an-
nounces, will certainly be disappointed. It
is literally a simple Tale for the use of Young
Persons, that | now offer to the Public. Here
are mo striking adventures, no regularly con-
etructed story, no powerful delineation of cha-
racter. All that 1 have endeavoured to attain,
is the exemplification of one truth: n:nmelj.r:
that from Religion alone, pure morality, the
covernment of the heart and (he temper—and
even the perfection of manuners, can be de-

rived.



i

Few, can be, like the Heroine of my little
story, exposed to the lemptations of unlimited
wealth ; but many in a mueh humbler walk of

life, carry in their hearts the same dispositions.

The same selfishness, the same angry pas-
siong, the same inclination io ridienle those
they think less amiable than ithemselves, mas
be found in & very inferior station to that of
my young Counfess; and lo eradicate these,
as well as every other evil dizposition, we must
ultimately refer to the great Iaws of Christ-
tanity, which alone, will be found capable of
effeetually purifving the heart. -
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YOUNG COUNTESS.

PARY THE FIRST.

Chapter L.

Mudition, T_'::.-Mﬂn.:,r, and Licappoiadaeit,

IN e of the most wild and retired parts of Seatlamd
stands the ancient Casitbe of (ke Early of Clonallun, com-
maurihng from its. torrets, and from the mmense rock on
which it is bult, the grandest wisd most picturcsgios views,
At a vonsidersble distance from any town, #ts wide domain
1= thinly =cnttered with cotlpges, inkabited by n teoauiry
extremely poor, hut devotedly attached to ther Lord. In
& situation =0 far remvole from the changes of va-:[-I:l_lrﬂ
sowioty, may sl he feund copsiderable traces of  tle
feudal system wloch bonawl nll the retainers on an  estate,
o the Laiml, or head of thae clan; in a degree which

£
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searcoly the most despotie monareh i oxpect Trome b
subjectd; for bere, nod forea alowe, or Tear, ohiined Ui
unfimited obedience, bue real affection : and that entlinsiasm
of devotion which males disnbedicnee appenr slnost -

possible,

In this rotreat, a few vears aoo, bived Hogh, the tondh
Earl of Cluwallan; bis peraon g aml commmline,
was the type of o mind which =olfcred no oppeal e
ita anthority ;—which woild ned even endore g Biglnest
mpurmnr from those wlseant lon,  He ol poneeied e s le
life, the fair and gentle Lady Lucy Maitkowl, only dangliter
o ledirgss of thes Fad of Gleares; whose title us vl
as estates werg considercd to be entailed apon this, Tis only
okl "his |.a-|"]j, however, dusl hifore Ter father, leaving
p s, and sn bl dusrghier.

The attacloeent which Lesd Clanallon b simevnedy
falt for Was ammble wiliy, now boevas: cotdered n e
fant. Hugh, called by comeeesy, Lond Macalpime. Om
this clald every tencher alleciion resten ], every ainbmtins |:Il:li:-|:
devolved. o the developement of talents which sevmcd
of A soperwor urder, s the Tutecre uggm:m]]mlm*n{l.ri'll-jsi- sy
the Harl devoled all his theagdis and purposes: and e
infamt Rosabelle war seoroely  cowsedered in the caleah-
thoms, or cherished in the alfictions of licr only parcat.
fll.'-l' gl‘hm:lﬂlhl‘:'r, A I"-l_:m-r".-l.'li u;nrﬂ u[l,r:lri||.|:r||| (LFHE v |1=11':I1g
in los only daogheer, the being who alone bud ever
|hmmn§i'||. the power of .'L'il.'llki:r‘lirlg g Teclimgs, was hardly
by the occasionsl sight of her children, arcused 1o any
semsation of joy or tendersess,  Om Hugh, indeed, e
bouked with =ome plossure, ne the heir of his iles amd
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eattes - Diad it Possbelle shoold  aodiecit them, bover
crossed Uie mind of citber hee father or geundfither, though
kv that if" Lier brother disd, sech must be the overl.
It at the very time swhen the blooming boy seemsd most
establishizl in Lealth, most floorishing in beauty, the fanl
hlow was steoek | A ropid fever coerbed off the ebject of
Fard Clanallan’s almest dalateons sflection]  Tar from
iracing I ts esri-breolones cvepd the hatwl of a father
1l.'h.u Eq};ll:li_!ll-lm'ﬁ h."' ||]'|]|:|I.‘-|'-I'|r|11_.' b Tok's B I!hEHti.BElMI!lL 'I:"I:#E-J:lﬂ I.-I.E
eering childeen ta theie duty, searecly dud the prowd Clon-
allan refrain  from openly worouring al oo decns: of
providence, which seemed 1o ko soo laod (o be eodured.
Alus, this man, whoee will wiet a0 Tow, wlo never wosld
Ty Fowgiven the slishiest contradiction from thoes whe
depended on him, dered 4o bestute in s sohmission 1w
theal porwer, which bl w6 mpny clumes, ool only toe las
chedmies, bt to hiv geatinde

To the outward dulws ol relgwn, (o the morel ob-
servanes of ity aws, Lood Olavadlan had alwayd atiended,
Pt 1% wital principle had wever tonched Lis hearee; thera,
|_'|l'i|:|'-|'!'_. aenbtion, weed 4 sepse ol bis own portence, higbly
incompatible with Cliristinn hamilicy, :r'l:ig'n-uld uncontrotlod ;
—iy yiehd vp b will, however painfll the dnal, o that
of his creator, to subdue Wis oven hauphty sod impertons
desposition, pever entered o his nﬁlul:"i;m\d thus Tis
progd  heart internally rebolled, and he senrcely witlibskd
fie Tips frosn ormuring a1 the stroke which robbed b
ol his darbing bov ) tho arpport of his fiooly ; the chj-;!c[
ol bas futare ambioons hopes.  "Tioe, bowevar, wore of
m some degvee, {he acuteness of his angwish ; and Bosa-
belle, hicdwsio nogleeted, Decame in ber wrn the ohject
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