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PREFACE.

! HI T E are persvaded that the a griort method

of argument is too much uscd on both
sides of this question. When used by the ortho-
dox writer it is a bad example to his opponent,
who finds an unlimited occasion for its use. In
the present discussion, which we bave under-
taken to make both thorough and broef, we have
appealed to fact, ignoring the a griors when in
counflict with this, and have thus sought to be
strictly scientific in our method. We have not
sought novelty for its own sake, but the truth ;
and where this could be served by the new or
the old, we have not hesitated to accept ecither.
Subservient to this aim, we think will be found in
treatment and in thought sufficient that is new
to justify publication, atwd make profitable the
perusal of the present pages. Definiteness of
thought and statement has also been an amm.
Vagueness is too much the bane of too much
theology, and the present doctrine has not es-
caped its influence. We havesought to be both
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specific and exact. There has been ne particular
attempt at rhetorical effect.  This may be legiti-
mate in the treatment of a subject that is well
accepted in the Church; but not, [rom our stand-
point, in the scientific investigation and expo-
sition of a doctrine so much in dispute as the
present one. It may, however, be proper else-
where, and we think the preacher will find in our
treatment facts and seed-thoughts that may be
properly elaborated in his public ministrations.
Courtesy has been our rule toward opponents;
hut also loyalty to truth and fact,

Our line of treatment, without heing distinctly
specified, has been Fact, Nature, and Reason ; the
first embracing chapters i—v; the second, chap-
ters vi and vii; the eighth chapter, in which we
occupy a quite independent position, compre-
hending our entire discussion of the Reason,
which might easily have been expanded into
several but for our law of brevity.

Among the works read and consulted in the
immediate preparation of this book are the fol-
lowing : Thayer's Greed-English Lexicon of the
New Testament » Edersheim's Life and Times
af the Messiak (appendix xix); Vincent's Werd
Studies in the New Testament; Shedd's Dag-
matic §heology (vol. 1i, pp. 667-754); Miiller's
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Christian Dectrine of Sin; Dorer's System of
Chiristian Doctrine (vol, iv, pp. 127-132 and 373~
434. Also, Dorner on tie Futnre State, Smythy);
Christian Dagmarics, Martensen, Future Ketrr-
bution, C. A, Row; Future Probation Evamined,
William Delioss lLove; Febfical FEschatology,
Hovey: [s there Salfvation Ajfter Death 7 E. D.
Morris; Spirits in Frison, Flumptre s Safvator
Mundi, Cox ; Restitution of AL Things, Jukes;:
Life in Christ, White; Extiwction of Evil, Peta-
vel: What is of Faith as te Everiasttng Punish-
ment # Puscy ; Lteraal Hope and Merey and
Fudement, Fartary It © Eteraal™ Puwrishment
Endless 7 Whiton; ete.  And while acknowl-
cdging our indebtedness to all of these sources
for suggestion and facts, we have, for the most
part, pursued an independent course in that we
have at least sought to verify for ourselves.
Hoping the book may serve a useful purpose,
we commit it to the candid attention of those
to whom it shall come, and in the interest of the
truth we have sought to defend and expound.

G. W, K.
FrovipeENcE, E. L, Maerch 25, 1801,
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