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PREFACE OF TRANSLATOR.

——

Tee English press in general has represented the

following Letter as only a fresh outburst of an emi-

nent member of the Roman Catholic Church in favour
of the Temporal Power, in order ‘to keep alive the
grievances of their chief in Italy;” which grievances
they represent as purely imaginary.

A portion of the French press, on the other hand,
considers that the Bishop's language is that of resig-
nation to an accomplished fact—an impression which
he himself indignantly denies. ,

We can only implore our readers not to be misled

by these equally false though opposite statements, and
not to trust to the garbled extracts from the Letter
put forward in the newspapers; but to read, if pos-
sible without any preconceived prejudice, this plain
and unvarnished statement of facts.

We believe that, with the strong sense of honesty
and feir-play which is the inherent characteristic of
all Englishmen, they will be startled beyond mesasure
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at the revelations it contains, and which we defy
them to disprove; and that they will feel that the
‘ golution of the Roman Question' can never be arrived
at by injustice and wrong, or by a direct violation of
the Divine commandment, * Thou shalt not steal.’
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LETTER TO M. MINGOETTL

-

e

8m,—In 1848 you were the Minister of Pius IX. ; I find you
in 1874 the Minister of Victor Emmanuel.

You cooperated with the Holy Father in & great, fruitful,
and glorions undertaking; and although to-day you lend your
tid to, alas, & very different work, I know that you have ra-
tained n grateful recollection of the generons Bovereign who
gave you such a proof of his esteem. Therefore it is that
with & certain degres of confidence I take the liberty of ad-
dresging you this Letter,

I am just come back from Rome. I have seen with my

own eyes all that iz passing there. Nothing can be more
ead ; and I like fo think that it is not withont bitter regret
that yon are taking part in such proceedings. Everything is
done with consammate skill, and with a deep meaning. There
iz no noise, no outward violensa; everything is concealad
under an apparent legality ; but nevertheless, what is being
done is the greatest disaster that conld befall the Church, and,
if she could be destroyed by the hand of man, would be her
ruin.
But Europe, indifferent or distracted by other intereats,
sppears to see nothing and to know nothing; and France,
slill bleeding from her late reverses, and trembling on the
edge of an abyss, can do nanght but mourn. The Catholic
world is deceived. They even boast of the liberty which the
noble Prisoner of the Vatican enjoys under your protection !

I will say more : you are deceived yourselves. You do not
know all that is being done in your name; your agents (I



cannot think otherwise) go beyond youor instruetions; and
allow me to say that they do not do you credit.

I have taken it upon myself, therefore, to let you know
yourself the real state of things.

Do not, however, be afraid. I do not ignore the delicaey
of such a subject, and I shall respect it; I do not, in this
Leiter, make an appeal to the sword, but to justice and good
faith ; I do not, either, intend to make this a party question.
The subjects on which I shall touch are outside and above
the arena of parties. You have solemnly declared yourselves
that you would not wound the conseiences of Christiaus, nor
attempt to solve alene, but in secordance with the States pos-
sessing Catholic subjeets, guestions which affect the interests
of the whole Catholic body. Wonld it be an offence to the
Italian Government to remind her of her engagements and
of her promises? And is it not doing a useful as well sa a
loyal nct to warn those who need the warning ?

Besides, if it be true, as I believe, that the actual posi-
tion of thinge creates, not only for Catholics and for Italy,
but for the whole world, a state of peril from which one may
turn away for a moment in the midet of the pressing diffical-
ties of the hoar, but which we shall have to face some day or
other, is it not the interest of every one, in so grave o matter,
not to persevere in dangerous illusions ?

For us, Catholics of all nations, it is a duty not to conceal,
by cur silence, that which, under no pretext and by no conntry
on earth, could be exensed or passed over.

And for the Government of which you sre the head, is it
not of vital importance to take account of such things and to
foresee, so as to evoid them, the disastrous complications of
the futare ?

I
The Promises of the Italian Government.

Before giving an opinion on what is passing ot this mo-
ment in Rome, it is important to recall the promisea which
the Italian Government made, and the engagements into
which she entered, to respect the Church and her rights, snd

at the same time the rights of conscience of the Catholic
world.



