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INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

GENTLEMEN,~When, in a distant part of the Con- -
tinent, I learned, through the newspapers, that I had
had the honour to be chosen your Rector, my first
emotion was one of something like regret that I had
deprived you of an opportunity of listening to that
most distinguished man who has done so much to
make better known to us the Hellenic world, and
whose name is so closely connected with those widely
disgimilar but equally useful institutions—Univer-
gity College, and the University of London. Your
decision, however, and that of your Chancellor, were
surely not ungenerous. You preferred to gize honour
rather than to exchange it. You preferred to run the
risk of being blamed for overrating any small services
that may have been rendered to the cause of educa-
tion and progress by a countryman and neighbour of
your own, to placing, amidst general approval, one
more leaf upon a brow which is crowned with so much
laurel already:. :

Any regrets which I may have felt were, however,
soon forgotten, in the satisfaction of finding myself
connected in so flattering a manner with an Institu-
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tion which has conferred so many benefita upon the
constituency which it is my pride to represent, and
upon the whole of Beotland.

The University of Aberdeen, venerable in itself, is
even more venerable from its ancestry. The founda-
tion of Bishop Elphinstone was modelled upon the
great University of Paris, the Alma Mater of so many
Alms Matres, the oldest of Continental Universities,
in the modern acceptation of that term. The Uni-
_ versity of Paris, during the middle ages, was the great

centre of Continental study, the ‘studium generale * of
Europe ; for in those days of difficult communication
it wasa ‘ far cry * to Oxford ; and I ebserve, in a recent
German work, that o German writer, in the time of
Rudolf of Hapeburg, speaks of Paris as © sufficing for
the studies of all Christendom ;' the theory then
being just the reverse of what was held, as an article
of faith, by almost every one iz England, in our gene-
ration, till the cennon of Kénigpritz shattered the
foolish delusion, namely, that imperium belonged to
Germany, and studium especially to France. That
great University of Paris, which was, through the
University of Prague, the ancestress of all the German
Universities, has passed away ; the ploughshare of the
Revolution went over it, and in its room arose a
mighty and beneficent, but altogether distinct insti-
tution, the University of France. If the historieal
student wishes to hear its old phrases and find its old
organization, he must not go o the ‘ Quartier Latin,
he had much better come here—for here he will find
us using its old language and keeping up its old
forms, not the lesa faithfully because sometimes uncon-
seious that we do so.
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With feelings and reminiscences like these, was
mingled, in my mind, not unnaturally, a hope that,
by some word or act, during my tenure of offiee, I
might be able to help on, if it were ever so little, the
higher education of Scotland, and make this Univer-
sity even better adapted to fulfil ite work than it has
hitherto been.

Now, what is that work ? There are in this island
two distinet kinds of Universities, Oxford and Cam-
bridge, from the enormous wealth accumulated in
them and in their Colleges, and from their eminently
central position, owe it as & duty to themselves to
gather into one focus every ray of learning,—to have a
chair or a lectureship for every department of every
kind of knowledge,~—to be all, and more than all, to the
Anglo-SBaxon, that Athens or Alexandria ever was to
the Grecian name. That this, and nothing less than
this, should be the ideal towards which those institn-
tions should strive, will be clear to any one who will
take pen and ink and reckon up their astonishing re-
sources, resources to which all thoge of the great Con-
tinental Universities are absolutely trifling, though
they have been doing, for the last two.or three gene-
rations, 8o much more intellectual work.

The function of the class of Universities to which
ours in Scotland belong is entively different. Under
no circumstances could we ever become rich enough
to have a chair or a lectureship for every department
of every kind of knowledge, and it is not in the
smallest degree necessary that we should do s0. We
ought to have all the great leading branches of know-
ledge represented, not its minutest ramifications. Qur
Universities should strive to raise as much as possible
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the higher education in the four districts of Beotland
which naturally belong to each of them, but they have
no oceasion to offer any great amount of teaching to
the students, of special subjects which are only likely
to engage the attention of the few.

For instance, that there should not be in Oxford
teachers of the leading languages of the Slavonic
family, and a Professor specially devoted to Slavonic
literature, is an absurdity and a disgrace ; but no one
would expect or desire to see such teachers and such
a Professor here,

The questions then arise, What are the great
branches of the higher education which should be
cultivated in such a University as this? Are there
any gaps which it wonld be important to have filled
up? First, then, I shall take the Faculty of Arts,
represented here by the Professors of Greek, of Latin,
of English, and Logic,—of Mathematics, Moral Philo-
sophy, Natural Philosophy, and Natural History.

The fact that this University should have married,
as it were, the study of physical science and of the
ancient tongues, long before most of the other great
edueational establishments of the empire ever dreamt
of their union, is extremely creditable, end the good
gervice which it did, in this respect, surely deserves
1o be oftener acknowledged.

It is round the question of the relative importance
of the various studies included in the Faculty of Arts
that the chief battle amongst edueationists is now
raging. The penalty for supporting such revolution-
ary ideas on this mbject as I have supported in the
House of Commone’ and elsewhere is, that one is

! Haneard, third savies, vol 175, pp. 108-127.




G

stigmatized by the ignorant and the prejudiced as
an enemy of clessical education. An enemy of the
present methods of classical education I certainly am,
an enemy of classical education I certainly am not.

In a world where art is so long and time so short,
where g0 much ia desirable to be known, and in which
there is a0 much which it is painful or even danger-
ous not to know, one would fancy that the first object
of every educationist ought to be to make learning as
eagy s possible. To every shrine of knowledge there
should surely be a royal road, if the nature of the
ground to be traversed admits of it. Yet this is as
far as possible from being the prevailing view ; nay,
there are men to be found, and eminent men too, who
will tell you that they value this or that study simply
and solely because it is difficnlt. I remember hearing
the head-master of one of the greatest English schools
say this of Greek, He cared nothing for anything
that Greek books contained. He scouted the idea of
attempting to make the acquisition of Greek more
easy to his pupils. °Meal, meal, and not the mill;
cried the wise German ; but my friend, and all the
race which he represents, would reverse that prayer.

So far am I from believing that the great argument
in favour of classical studies iz their difficulty, that I
think that argument tells quite the other way, and
that, if it were not cutweighed by stronger arguments,
it would be decisive against their remaining an in-
tegral part of the higher education. The whole debate
seems to me to turn upon the answer to be given to
these two questions : first, Is the training to be de-
rived from classical studies different in kind from any



