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CHADPTER L

TIT TIICD DARSSING-G05NWEH,

Tue paculiar angle of the earth's 2wz 1o the plane
of the celiptic—that angle whieh is chicfly responsible
for oue pengreaphy and therefore for our history—lad
caused the phenomenen known i Lomdon as summer.
The whizzing globe happened 1o have turned its most
civilised face away from the sen, thus producing pight
i Selwood Terrace, Bouth Konstnglon,  In Noo g1 Sel-
wooul Perrace two lighis, on the geound-foor and on
the frst-Goor, were silenddy proving that man’s ingenuity
can outwit nature’s.  Neo giowas one of about ten
thousand  similar housez between  Scuth Kensinglon
Station and North End Road,  With its grimy slucco
front, its collar kitehen, s hundred staies and steps, is
perfeet ineonvenience, and itz conscience heavy with the
doing to death of suodey geoeral servants, ot uplified
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lin chimoey-cowls to heaven and gloomily awaited the
day ef judgment for London houses, selilimely ignoring
the axial and orbitzl velocities of the earth and even
the yeckless flight of the whole selar system through
space.  You felt that No. g1 was unhappy, and that i
could only be rendered lRappy by a “To let™ standard
n its front patch and 2 "No bottles” card in its eellar-
windows. It possessed neither of these  specifics.
Thourh of late penerslly emply, it was sever un-
tenanted.  In the entive course of its geareel and com-
mogions carger I had never onee been Lo let

(o mszide, and Lreathe its almosphers of a bored
house that is geneeslly empiy yet never unlenanted,
Al its twelve rovmns dark and foslorn, ssve two: s
egllar katchen dark and forloro; pust these twoe rooms,
one on the top of the other like hoxes, ptifully strug-
gling aganst the myvetcrate moom of the romaining ten!
Stand in the dark hall and get this atmaosphere into
your lungs,

The principal, the stariling thing i the illummated
room on the pround-feor was o dressing-gown, of the
colour, belween hebietrope and parple, kaown 1o a pres
vious generation as puce; a quilted garment stuiled with
swansdown, hght as hydrogen—nearly, and warm as
the smile of a kind heact; old, perhaps, possibly worn
in its outlying regions and allowing fluffs of feathery
white to escape threugh its satin pores; but a dressing-
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gown to dream of. It dominated the unkempt, naked
apartment, s voluptuous folds glittering crudely under
the sun-replacing otl lamp which was set on a cigar-box
on the stzined deal tzble. The oil lamp had a glass
reservoir, a chipped chimney, and a cardbeard shade,
and had probably cost Jess than a florin; five florins
would have purchased the table; and all the rest of the
furniture, including the armchair in which the dressing-
gown rechned, a stool, an easel, three packets of
vigarettes and & trouser streccher, might have been re-
placed for another ten forins. Up in the corners of the
ceiling, obscure in the eclipze of the cardboard shade,
wias o complicated system of cobwebs toomatel the dust
an the hare Moor,

Within the dressing-gown there was 2 man.  This
mitn had reached the inderesling age. [ meun the age
wheu you tunk you have sned all the illasions of in-
fancy, when you think you understand life, and when
you are olten occupied in speeaiating upon the delicious
surprises whicl existence may hald for you; the age, in
sum, that i= the most ramante and tender of all ages
—for a male. I mean the age of filty, An age ab-
surdly mesunderstood Dy all those who have not
reached k! A thrilling agel  Appearances are tragic-
ally deceplive,

The ashabitant of the puce dressing-pown had a
short greyieg beard and moustache; his plenteous haie



