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PREFACE '_I”r 15&1 8

IX this luntle volume a selection from the best
peems of Kobert and Elizabeth Daprett rown-
my is offered o those who are, compamatively
speaking, beginners in the study and enjoyment
of poetry. 1t is a sélection from the wrtings of
ene whe, in the opinion of many, is the greatest
poet of the Victorian age, and of one who, with-
out-any question, 15 the greatest poetess in our
literature of thiz or any other age.  And not
only are they thus assooated in greatness ; they
also furnish the unique example of 1wo great
writers linked o one another by the closest and
mast sacred tie of all—as husband and wife.
There is, therefore, a special appropriateness in
bringing together (T believe for the first tme) a
selection from the poetry of each of them within
the cover of a single volume.  The selection is
witended especially for young readers, who may
not yet have made acquaintance with these
poets ina more complete form ¢ but if 1t should
come mto the hiands of their elders, 1 would
bespeak the favour of all Jovers of Rohert or
Elizabeth Barrett Drowning for an undernaking,
the effect of which may Be, it 13 hoped, 10
increase the pumber of those who share their
devotion,

The two poets whose names are thus asso-
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ciated with one another for ever, dedicated
themselves to poetry from their very childhood.
At the age of twelve Ehzabeth Barrett Barrets (as
she then was) had written an epic in four books
on the battle of Marathon, and by the same age
Robert Browning had produced an impassioned
ode to a young lady, ifteen years his senior, be-
sides much minor verse of various kinds., Both
of them were insatiate readers of poctry. With
both, it i= interesting to observe, the prime
favourite of their childhood was Pope's transka-
tion of Homer ; and though in later days their
tastes and styles travelled far enough from Pope,
they retamed to the end the love of Greek
literature which they had acquired thus early.
Elizabeth Barrett's first published volume of
poetey appeared in 1826, Robert Browning’s in
1833 ; and the second publication of each of
them (Miss Barrett's ® Seraphim,* and Brown-
mg's ¥ Paracelsus ), secured them honoumble
prominence atmong the poets of the day. It
was not until 1846 that they mer, but long before
that time they had known and admired each
other's poetry ; and the acquuintance thus
begun ripened rapldly inte affection. They
were married in 1840 ; and their marriage was
followed by twelve years of perfect happiness,
o which the only drawback was the fmail con-
dition of Mrs. Browhings health. For many
years before her marriage she had lived the life
of an mvalid, confined to her room, with appar-
ently little prospect of ever regaining strength.
Marriage and removal to the warmer climate
of Italy brought about a marvellous improve-
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ment, which lasted for several years; but her
srdent and omotional spinit secmed to wear
out her delicate frame, and 10 1861 her death
enied the earthly duration of this happy wnion.
How happy it wag, and how deep and beauti-
ful their affection; may be learnt from the
hushand's “One Waord More™ aml * By the
Fireside,” and from the wife's * Sonnets from
the Portuguese ;7 but poems such as these do
not come within the scope of the present
selection.  Robert Browning Ived on until
1885, gaiming continually that fuller recognition
as one of the leading poets of the day which
for many years (in spite of his first successes)
had been denied him i wntil, at the time of
his death, full of years and honour, there was
but one other poet who was commonly named
in the zame breath with him. [t is useless
to argue the question of precedence between
Tennyson and Drowning. They lie side by
side in our preat Abboy; and side by side
they represent the poetic achievements of the
reign of Victoria.

The poetic stvles of the husband and wife
are as wide asunder as the poles, and it was
perhaps for this very reason that each so
heartily admired and prized the poetry of the
other, Among young readers, they appeal,
perhaps, to different apdiences ; and 1f Robert
Browning's courage, manhness, and serene
hopefulness commend him especially 1o boys,
Mrs. Browning's passionate emotion and sym-
pathy with all that is true and good, especially
if it be down-trodden or in pain, should find
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acceptance at least as warmly amongz pirls
Both are commonly thouuht of as being too
difficult for the young to read—Robert Browning
as being ton intellectualiy subtle in thought
and obscure in expression; and his wife as
tot emotional in tone and lterary in allusions,
On this point the following selection must; how-
ever, apeak for itsell. 1 believe that it contains
nothing which bovs and pirls with some taste for
literature 1nay net both understand and enjoy ;
but I hasve tiied to make their path essier by
the acdition of short introductions to most of
the poems, and occasional explanatory notes. |
have been anxious not to overlay the text with
commemniary. and to leave the poetry, in the
main, to speak for itself ; bur the mean between
toa much and too listle is hard to hit.

In making & selection for the voung, T have
been compelled to exclude poems which, how-
ever simple and beautiful they may be, are vet
comcerned with suhjects in which they have no
vet leamt to feel an interest. O this ground
[ have excluded all poems of which the main
theme is love. No one can feel more sirongly
than 1 do that this. rule shuts out much of the
finest poetry of both Rebert and Elizabeth
Browning ; but | hope that those young readers
who are attracted by the poems here given, will
e encouraged in due season to make a fuller
acquaintznce with both poets in their complets
works, 1 can restify to a love of Browning
which began at a very early age with the “ Picd
Piper,® and which has but grown and expanded
gince that time ; and it 15 in the hope that many
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who begin their aoguaintance with Browning in
the same simple way may push forward until
they have mastered that supreme achievement
of “The Ring and the Book" and that those
who start from the ® Romaunt of the Page”
may learn in time o love the * Sonnets from
the Poriugeese,” that the present selection has
been made, 1t does not contzun neardy all that
15 good in the wntings of these two great poets |
but I believe it contains nothing that is not gpood.
nothing that does not present alike that truth
and that beauty which both set before them-
selves as the highest aim and achievement of

thelr art,
F. G K.

Lhecember 1lge.



