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PREFACE.

Havixa of late had more tine at my disposal than I eonli
ilevise profitable weans of cmploving, 1 et abont killing it by
preparing the presenl volume for the press.  The work has
afforded me considernlte pleasure, and has, doubtless, helpod to
curtail the smount of et other worle which o certain obooxious
peraomage is sl alwoys to find for idle hands to do. I the
perugal of the book afforls s fow pleasant helf-hours to its
vesedors Towill consider that iy labour has pet heen in vain, and
will feel a thonsand thues wopaid,

The contents are of such a variel description that the
chioosing of @ title has been Inll of ditbenliy. TE T ealled
the ook otehpoleh,” as suggested by o friend, those who
Eunciel they were buying o Cookery Dook wounld esnsider them-
solves “solid,” ad 1 ndght oet inte tronble.  The sune wonlid
Bappen if T called it Spint Movings™ and my patrons think
they were getting o Religions Work, Then, if 1 entitled it
S he Mixbere,” 36 maghi be taken for a quack decton’s bool,
ol the public expeet to be sapplisd with 1t geedis,. 1 have
called qv W o' the Wisp Flaslies™ Beeanae this il npemns
nothing n pavtienkir, and is more moedest than ¥ Lightning
Flashes,™

1t Borng bapely thres months sinee T Gt entoriained the plea
of pmlilishing this volnme, it has becn somewhat hurdedly puot
b Wb press, noed 1 foel consciens thal §6 possesses many
shorteomings,  Agdogies are, however, In certain eireumstances,
like compmrigons—eodiona—aml ns T counol sen el it waonlid
gepve any purpose, L eefrain from making s apoloay, or from
saying naything in vegand {0 tho contents of the hook, rther
than to state Flag the sketelwes onticled < Fellows 1 have Known™
are reprinted, with nlierations nod revisals, foon the Peogple's
Friemedy amd that two of the stavivs aml o fow of the poems have
also seen bl Hight hefore,

Tao thoes Lulics aml geatdemen who kindly sulseeibed for {hie
ik 1 tomder e sineere thanks, nd trast thet, although they
have been buying o Y pige in g poek they mny eonsider theip
bargain not =0 Lo after all.

1, MACIONALLY
41 Cowaare,
Iexoke, Mey 1800
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